	Discussion Topic: “Be Faithful in Your Calling 2”
Scriptures: 2 Timothy 1: 8-18 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)
Memory Verses: “What you heard from me, keep as the pattern of sound teaching, with faith and love in Christ Jesus. Guard the good deposit that was entrusted to you – guard it with the help of the Holy Spirit who lives in us” (2 Timothy 1:13-14)


Discussion Question 1: Have you ever been ashamed of testifying for the Lord or sharing the gospel to others? Why? How did you overcome it? If you are a seeker, what do you think the Gospel is? Are you willing to receive Jesus Christ as your Savior?
Living out God’s calling: The Gospel is God’s plan since the beginning of time. It is also God’s grace for us (2 Timothy 1:9). Our sins were atoned by Jesus Christ’s death and were forgiven. Through His resurrection, we resurrect with Him, so we no longer need to fear death (2 Timothy 1:10). Because of the wholeness of Jesus Christ, we are complete. We are now saved and have become God’s children and His witness. We ought to be a channel and a vessel for the Gospel. Like Paul, we should live out our calling with God-given power. Paul became an apostle, a herald and a teacher. He went on three long mission trips. He preached the Gospel, raised believers and co-workers, so that the Gospel became widely spread and influenced many generations (2 Timothy 1:11).

Discussion Question 2: In your cell, how do you serve? How do you live out your calling? (Cell leaders, please share the areas that need servants and participation of the cell members.)
Believe and entrust: The difficult circumstances were shameful to others, but not to Paul. He believed that God alone knows so he could accomplish his calling and what God entrusted to him. The God he believed in is the God who created the world and the God who gives meaning to life. Paul entrusted himself completely to Him. Paul knew that the Lord had the best plan and arrangement for his life (2 Timothy 1:12).

Discussion Question 3: What are the things that God entrusted in your hands? How do you execute it? What is the result? If you are not clear on what your calling is, pray that God will reveal it to you when you are studying the bible and praying. If you receive revelations, please share.
Obey God’s command: Paul reminded Timothy to obey God’s command that he taught: to receive God’s word by faith, to feed his spiritual life with God’s word, and live out God’s command (John 14:15) out of love for Him. We need to testify the Lord with our faith and actions. 
Discussion Question 4: Please share how you receive and obey God’s command. Is there anything that needs to be changed? Why?
Believers being tested and trialed: Apostle Paul was accused and jailed, and he was about to be martyred. In this difficult situation, believers’ confidence, faith and loyalty were tested. In the province of Asia, people like Phygelus and Hermogenes, who had no faith or loyalty, deserted Paul. On the contrary, people with confidence and faith remained committed in doing God’s work. They searched for Paul and served him, just like the household of Onesiphorus (2 Timothy 1:15-18). 

Discussion Question 5: Are there any brothers and sisters in difficult circumstances? What are their difficulties? Please pray for them. If they are not here today, arrange time to visit them.
Backup Material:
As mentioned in last week’s material, we are able to serve God with strength because God gives us courage, compassion and a disciplined heart. We are able to love people with His compassion. We are able to stand firm in our position in God’s kingdom. 
Paul, an apostle for the Gentile, contributed the most to the early churches. He went on three mission trips in his life, established many churches and caused deep influence. His spiritual life and service to God was a glorious testimony and a matter of life or death.

In difficult situations, he depended on God to accomplish God’s plan. He was jailed twice and when he was in jail for the second time, he knew that he was going to be martyred. This situation brought shame to many people. That is why some believers deserted him and would not testify for God and spread the Gospel. On the other hand, Paul trusted the Lord and reminded Timothy to accomplish what God had entrusted him with sincere faith, God-given courage, compassion, and disciplined heart. Paul also taught Timothy the right attitude and actions for the situations.
· Continue to testify for the Lord. Do not be ashamed of the Gospel because this is what God has prepared for us since the beginning of time.

· Realize that Gospel is God’s power. It is grace for us. We should guard the deposit, continue the good works for the Lord, and live out our calling, just like Paul. He became an apostle for gentiles and lived out his calling all his life. He was the pioneer for evangelism and went to many places to teach and build churches.

· Receive the truth by faith. Live the truth with compassion.

· Entrust yourself to the Lord and complete what God entrust us.

· In difficult circumstances, we still choose to follow God.






