	Discussion Topic: “Be Faithful in Your Calling”
Scriptures: 2 Timothy 1: 1-7 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)
Memory Verses: “For God did not give us a spirit of timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self discipline.” (2 Timothy 1:7)


Discussion Question 1: God gives every single one of His sons and daughters a calling. What is God’s calling for you? How do you stay faithful in your calling? If you are still a seeker, what do you think God’s calling means?

Paul’s Relationship with Timothy: Paul called Timothy his dear son in a warm tone and with sincere love. It showed intimacy in their spiritual relationship. Paul not only mentioned grace and peace but also God’s mercy to address Timothy’s emotional needs so he can be encouraged to stay faithful in his calling. (2 Timothy 1:2)

In God’s family, every believer has a spiritual father, who may have led you to Christ or helped you to grow and mature spiritually. Please honor and pray for the person. If you are not yet baptized, you’re encouraged to find a spiritual leader to help you learn more about Jesus Christ.

If you don’t have a spiritual son or daughter, please pray to God for bringing you one. Please also pray to God for opening your eyes to see people in need and feeling prompted to proactively care for them. Let us bow our heads and pray together now.

Paul’s Attitude in Jail: Even though Paul was in jail, he was still thankful for being able to succeed his forefathers in serving God with a clear conscience. (2 Timothy 1:3) Remembering Timothy’s sadness and tears, Paul said that he would be filled with joy only to see Timothy. (2 Timothy 1:4)

Discussion Question 2: In difficult circumstances, most people would be filled with thoughts like who can come and save me. However, Paul recalled Timothy’s needs. What can we learn from Paul? If you are going through hardships right now, what would you do for others in need?

Sincere Faith: Sincere faith means not only faith but also actions. For Paul to be reminded of the sincere faith that once lived in Timothy’s grandmother Lois and mother Eunice, they have demonstrated faith in actions which have created a deep impact on Timothy. Paul was also persuaded that Timothy could live from inside out the sincere faith no matter when he was alone by himself or before men and God. His faith was constant and his actions consistent. (2 Timothy 1:5)

Discussion Question 3: For parents, what kind of spiritual life would influence your kids to develop sincere faith? If you are not yet a parent, please share how you can live out sincere faith amongst your friends, families and colleagues.

Paul’s Reminder: Timothy lost his confidence and courage for his calling when Paul wrote him the letter. As fire pit loses the powerful fames by being buried in ashes, Timothy could not exercise his gift of God, which he received through Paul’s laying hands. For this reason, Paul reminded him to fan into flame again his gift. The more we operate in our gifts, the more they get developed. If we do not exercise our gifts, they will fade away. (2 Timothy 1:6)

Discussion Question 4: What are your spiritual gifts? How did you receive them? How do you use your gifts to serve others? If you have not received any, would you like to ask God for them?

Paul’s Encouragement: Due to timidity, fear and frustration, Timothy was not able to serve God fearlessly. However, God gives His people courage, strength and power to serve Him, love and compassion to serve men, and discipline to be faithful in our calling. (2 Timothy 1:7)

Discussion Question 5: What areas have you served in or are you serving in? Have you lost your passion in serving due to frustration? Pray to the Lord now for power and strength to help you keep your position in God’s kingdom and courageously serve Him with compassion.
Our Response:
The calling that God gave to ROLCC is to establish a glorious church. As we accepted this honorable calling, let us serve our God as one body in Christ and exercise on others the gifts received. We pray to the Lord that He will continue to fan into flame our love for him, the passion to serve and the desire to evangelize. Let us use the BLESS approach (Body, Labor, Emotion, Social, Spiritual) to pray for the needy. Let us also invite these people to become part of us to enjoy the living water in God’s temple so their lives can be changed and testify God’s glory. Finally, please list out the people in need and pray for them.
Backup Material:

Paul was called to become an apostle directly by Jesus Christ. This calling was a precious and unchanging promise in Jesus’ life. When facing difficult and oppressive situations, Paul pressed on to serve God in clear conscious and remained faithful in carrying out his calling. He spread the Gospel so people can receive their promises in life. At the same time, he established churches and co-labored with believers.

Paul wrote the book of 2 Timothy when he was jailed for the second time. He was accused and jailed again because of his successful works in spreading the Gospel which resulted in fallen idolatry business. When he was in jail, he knew that Timothy’s serving was hindered by the evil prevalence of idolatry and that Timothy was discouraged by what happened to Paul. Therefore, Paul decided to write this letter to encourage and comfort Timothy.

Even though Paul realized that his day to be martyred was close, he still cared about Timothy’s circumstances rather than his own. Paul was more worried that Timothy could not effectively exercise the gift to serve others due to feeling sad, discouraged and fearful by the evil prevalence of idolatry. Paul longed to see Timothy so he can encourage Timothy face to face. Unfortunately, he was jailed and would soon be executed so he could only fervently and continuously pray for Timothy during his final days. He also wrote letters to Timothy to encourage and teach about shepherding the church.  






