	Discussion Topic : “Be a Person of Contentment”
Scriptures :1 Timothy 6:1-10
Memory Verses: “But godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that.”(1 Timothy 6:6-8) 


*Please memorize this verse and ready to recite it.
Lesson Content：
  Human heart can be so greedy sometimes that they want to take in more than they can. Think about it. Discontentment is one of the reasons that troubles people. When our heart is in the state of discontent, it’s like a hole that is unable to fill up. No matter how hard we work and try, we still feel discontent. Paul shares with us the secret of obtaining the true gain is through godliness and contentment. When we live a godly life with contentment, we will not fall into temptation and go astray from the truth. Please read 1 Timothy 6:1-10.
I. A servant should show respect to the master, live a godly live to glorify God. (1 Timothy 6:1-2)

1. General guideline (1 Tim. 6:1): Back then, it was a slavery society. There were many slaves who were believers in the church. After they received the salvation and freed from the bondage of slavery of sins, they thought they were also free from being a slave in the society. In fact, they were not. Therefore, Paul reminded them to show extra respect to their unbelieving masters in godliness. If a believing slave cannot humbly serve his master, then the Lord’s name and the truth will be easily mocked.   
2. Regarding the believing masters (1 Tim. 6:2): A believer needs to serve the master even more diligently than before. You can not serve the master less because he is your brother in Christ. Paul reminded us whether the master is believer or not, he must be served the same way. In the same way, a master ought to know that he also has a Master in heaven, so he ought not mistreat his slave. (Ephesians 6:5-9)

II. Overcoming false doctrines and heresies with godliness (1 Timothy 6:3-5)

1. Their false teachings (1 Timothy 6:3):

a. Do not agree with the sound instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ (1Tim. 6:3a): the sound instruction is the healthy word. When their false teachings do not agree with the sound instruction of Jesus Christ, they make life unhealthy.

b. Do not agree to godly teaching (1 Tim 6:3b): The teaching of godliness should help people to be more and more like Jesus but their teachings make people fall away from God.

c. Controversies and quarrels about words (1 Tim. 6:4b): It is a sick attitude. These people are truly sick spiritual and like to debate in words.

2. Their characteristics (1 Timothy 6:4-5)

a. Conceited and understands nothing (1 Tim. 6:4a): Their eyes are cloudy and they cannot see their own true conditions. They cannot understand the heart of God and have no understanding of spiritual things.

b. Constant friction, robbed of the truth (1 Tim. 6:5a): They are corrupted in their faith; first in their moral values and then abandoning the truth.

c. Think that godliness is a means to financial gain (1 Tim. 6:5b): Use godly things as a means to financial gain, traveling around to just talk about some spiritual topics, and use this opportunity to win the praise of men and gain benefits.

3. Their results (1 Tim. 6:4c)

a. Envy: They can not stand others to be better than themselves, and to have better opinions than theirs.

b. Strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions: cause competition among believers, speak evil of others and cause others to doubt the truth.
III. A godly person will have joy and contentment. (Tim. 6:6-10)

1. The secret of life enjoyment (1 Timothy 6:6): “Great gain” means the best and greatest benefit. To receive the great gain is to be godly and content because godliness and contentment can take away our worries and greed and save us from many troubles. A godly and content person set his eyes on the eternal, not the temporary things of the earth.

2. The secret of contentment (1 Timothy 6:7-8):

a.  Do not focus on the things that will pass away (1 Tim. 6:7): Our life on earth is temporary and our needs for money and things are also temporary. Once we leave this world, we can not bring anything with us and we will be judged according to our deeds. Therefore, do not overly pursue the things that you can see of the world and end up miss the opportunity to practice godliness.

b. Be content (1 Tim. 6:8) Men can have endless desire. If we don’t remind ourself to be content, we will always feel lack and discontent. We should be content with just the basic necessities.

3. The love of money is a root of all kinds of evil (1 Timothy 6:9-10): Men can have endless desire. The more they eat, they more hungry they get. The more they drink, the thirstier they become. To fill the greed, their hearts are tempted by money. Gradually, they fall into temptation, confusion, snares, evil desire, corruption and destruction. They fall away from the truth and got into many troubles.
Discussion Questions
1. Paul teaches us to respect our master. If your boss is not a believer, how will you show true respect to him/her? Why?

2. What do you know about false doctrines and heresies from today’s lesson? How will you deal with the people who teaches them?

3. What do you desire to get/have the most now? Why? What’s it like to have it? What’s it like not to have it? What should be your attitude concerning this desire?

4. How can you live out a life of godliness with contentment?

Living In the Word of God
1. Please memorize 1 Timothy 6:6-8. Read it 3 times and memorize it and recite it to someone. In your next cell meeting, find someone to recite it again. 

2. Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, we thank You and worship You. Because You have given us the abundant life. Thank you for teaching us the secret of great gain through the teaching of Paul. We ask you to help us practice godliness in our life and help us to depend on you and be content in all things, knowing that everything comes from you. We come with a thankful heart and offer our thanksgiving to you. Thank you for hearing our prayer. In Jesus name we pray. Amen!






