                                        　Cell Group Material – 
Bouncing Back: the secret of turning a failure into success
Welcome: Icebreaker game (15 mins) 

Prepare an icebreaker game to help get the attention of the group for the next hour’s sharing and fellowship. 

Worship: Worship and Praise (20 mins)

Worship leader lead the group in worship with songs prepared beforehand to bring down the presence of God. Cell group leader should lead the group in words of encouragement, comfort and edification. Every time after someone shares, the leader should respond to the sharing, and praise God for his promises. Pray in unisons for the needy.

Work: (20 mins)

Divide into three groups to pray for 1) our group’s adopted missions work, 2) church’s major ministry needs, 3) for individual especially the new visitor and sick people’s needs. The cell leader should conclude the prayer and ministry time with a prayer.

Word: Sharing insights for application from studying the word of God (35mins)

Cell leaders should hand out the discussion material printed beforehand and distribute them to the group members. Then ask the group members to read the content once before the discussion.

Bouncing Back: the secret of turning a failure into success

Scripture: John 18:1-27

Memory Verse: John18:37

"You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone on the side of truth listens to me."
(let’s memorize this verse together and recite it to one another)

When we hear of church leaders or Christians who failed morally or ethically, we are saddened. When Peter denied Christ three times, nobody thought he would fall so miserably, not even Peter himself, except the Lord. That is why Jesus predicted Peter’s denial of him, and he prayed for him “so that Peter will not lose his faith.” And when he bounces back, he is expected to go strengthen his brothers (Luke 22:32). Just as Jesus predicted, Peter indeed failed and failed miserably. This left a deep scare in Peter’s heart. If Jesus did not give him a second chance, he would have been useless to God and people. Today we will learn from Peter’s experience and learn about our secret to bounce back from our failure. Let’s read John 18:1-27

1. the reasons for Peter’s failure

1) overconfident (John 18:10-11) Peter thought he could rely on his own strength to fight the enemy and even defend his Lord.

2) he was not alert spiritually (John 18:11) engaging in spiritual warfare requires not zeal but spiritual alertness which is prayer.

3) He deviated from the Lord (John 18:15; Matt. 26:58) when Jesus was taken by the soldiers, Peter followed “from a distance.” When one follows Jesus from a distance, he/she will drift further and further away.

4) He tended for his physical needs (John 18:18) Peter not only followed Jesus from a distance, he also stood with the servants and officials around a fire. When we tend to our physical need as our first priority, we will slowly move away for the Lord without us knowing it.

5) He became insensitive to sin (John 18:17; 25-26; Mark 14:71) The enemy sets a trap for us to fall in “naturally.” When the girl at the door asked Peter, “you are not one of his disciples, are you?” Peter denied. Once he did that, it became easier to lie and soon he found himself denying Christ emphatically.

2. The example of the Lord’s victory

1) He submitted to the Lord’s will (John 18:11) Jesus submitted to the Father’s will in all he did. (Hebrew 12:2; Matt. 5:48)

2) He faced the trials bravely (John 18:5-9) It is not hard to say “I am he.” When everything is OK. But when your life in on the line, saying that will need conviction and courage.

3. Rely on the Lord for your victory

 1) Keep the words of the Lord in your heart (John 18:27 Matt. 26:75) Keep the words of the Lord in our heart, because you don’t know when you will need to use them. But the time will certainly come.

 2) Be filled with the love of the Lord always (Luke 22:61-62) When Peter  

remembered the words of the Lord he wept bitterly, this was partly due to his perceived failure and partly because of the Love of the Lord that he will never leave us nor deny us. In his failure he still falls back in the arms of love of Jesus.

Questions for Sharing

1. What is our read on Peter the person. What do you like and dislike about him?

2. What is your definition for failure? How do you treat a person who fails?

3. Why did Peter denied the Lord three times? What would you have done if you were in Peter’s position?

4. What caused Peter to bounce back from his failure?

5. Are you facing a difficulty that you don’t know what to do? Bring it to the presence of God.

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus. Thank you for your unfailing love. Even if we fail you like Peter did, you would still bring us back with your love. You have the best plan for us, for you know what we are called to do for you. Please give us the courage and wisdom to do the right thing for you. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.
