	Discussion Topic : “Honor Your Spiritual Leader”
Scriptures :1 Timothy 5:17-25
Memory Verses: “The elders who direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching.”(1 Timothy 5:17) 


*Please memorize this verse and ready to recite it.
Lesson Content：
  The Church is the body of Christ and God had entrusted the responsibility of minstry to the spiritual leaders at church- pastors, elders and deacons. These spiritual leaders not only need to take care of all the church related business- big and small, but also they need to be the examples to lead the congregation before God. It is indeed a heavy load and quite a burden. How should the congregation treat their leaders with correct attitude? Please read 1 Timothy 5:17-25.

I. The responsibility of the spiritual leaders (1 Timothy 5:17)

1. Direct the affairs of the church well: Church is a group of people who were chosen by God from the world. Management is needed wherever people are; it is the same with Church. The affairs need to be managed in church includes human resource, administration and finances. You might not think these are spiritual matter, think again. If the church handles anything improperly, it would cause conflicts and blemish in church and lead to slander and shaming from the Enemy. One of the examples could be found in Act 6:1, the early churches had to deal with the conflicts and complains regarding to food distribution and taking care of the widows.
2. Preach and teach well: the spiritual leaders also need to be anointed with the gifts of preaching and teaching, so that they can take the responsibility of teaching and pastoring God’s sheep.

II. The Congregation need to honor the spiritual leaders (1 Timothy 5:17-20)

1. Double honor (1 Timothy 5:17): For those who serve the church full time diligently, we need to honor them and also give financial support, so that they can focus on the ministry without worries. 

2. This is a biblical principle (1 Timothy 5:18)

a. The teaching of Moses: In Deuteronomy 25:4, when the ox is working in the treading mill, it should be allowed to eat the grains. Paul also pointed out that this scripture is referring to God’s concern for His servant’s needs (1 Corinthians 9:9). In the Old Testament, it was also stated that employers should not withhold from paying a hired servant his wage. (Deuteronomy 24:14-15)

b. The teaching of Jesus: Jesus had stated the same thing in Luke 10:7, “the worker deserves his wages.”

III. Dealing with the sins of the spiritual leaders (1 Timothy 5:19-21)

1. Handle the accusation with care (1 Timothy 5:19): In order to prevent accusation from personal bias, unless there’re more than 2 witnesses, the church should not process the accusation. This shows that the spiritual leaders are also under church discipline, and need to set good examples before the believers. 

2. The fault of the spiritual leaders will be rebuked publicly (1 Timothy 5:20): If the church did find the fault of the leaders, they will be rebuked publicly because they are on duty for the public matters. So that others may take warning not to sin.

3. No partiality or favoritism (1 Timothy 5:21): Partiality is the bias and judgment in one’s mind before examining all the evidence. Favoritism is different treatment according to one’s preference. These are not only the principle for dealing with the spiritual leaders, but also for all the public matters. “The elected angels” are referring to those angels who will be present as witnesses in the day of Judgment. (Matthew 25:31; Revelation 14:9-10)

IV. Paul’s reminders for Timothy (1 Timothy 5:22-25)

1. Do not be hasty in the laying on of hands (1 Timothy 5:22): The church needs to be extremely careful in ordaining the leaders. All the leaders need to be examined and proven blameless before they are ordained. The laying on of hands symbolizes unity and fellowship, if the hand was laid on someone carelessly, the person will partake in the receiver’s sins.

2. Take care of his health (1 Timothy 5:23): Paul showed concerned for Timothy’s health condition. One’s health condition will influence his spiritual discernment and judgments. In Paul’s time, water was not as clean and convenient as today, especially for those who were sick. The quality of the water would affect them even more. It was not easy and practical to boil the water before drinking at that time due to the shortage of fuel and limited methods.  Therefore, it was more practical and convenient for them to use some wine with water as a method of sanitation.         

3. Keep a keen spiritual sight for discernment (1 Timothy 5:24): some people’s sins are obvious, before the official verdict, their sins had revealed.  However, there are some sins that are hidden; they need to be investigated carefully and thoroughly to uncover.  In the same way, those who were innocent from the false accusation will be able to prove them wrong soon because their kindness and integrity are obvious. In some cases, the injustice may not be right soon, however, as long as the investigation was being conduct carefully, the truth will come out. The spiritual leaders need to have keen spiritual sight in their judgment, so that they could establish justice.   
Discussion Questions
1. What are the responsibilities of the spiritual leaders? Why are these jobs important?

2. Why should we honor the spiritual leaders? Based on what biblical principles?

3. What are some practical ways in honoring the spiritual leaders? What should we do if they made mistakes?

4. Please pray for the pastors, zone pastors and cell group leaders by name.  

Living In the Word of God
1. Please memorize 1 Timothy 5:17. Read it 3 times and memorize it and recite it to someone. In your next cell meeting, find someone to recite it again. 

2. Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, we thank You and worship You. Because You established the leaders to manage and pastor Your sheep. May Your hand stretch to protect the leaders and their families from the disturbance and destruction of the Enemy. May You grant wisdom to the leaders for pastoring Your sheep, so that every believer will be strong in loving You and following You.  May Your church be filled with glorious witnesses. Thank You for hearing to our prayer. In the precious name of Jesus we pray, Amen! 






