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Becoming a Noble Instrument for the Lord

If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. (II Timothy 2:20-21)

1.Be Clean (2:21a)

The primary condition of becoming a noble instrument is to cleanse one's self. This is a strong and continuous verb that represents a decisive action. Being clean comes from hard work and active pursuit. On the active side, cleanse one's self; one the passive side, run away from the ignoble things.

But just as he who called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; for it is written: "Be holy, because I am Holy." I Peter 15-16

God saved us and set us apart from sin and made us holy. We are separated from sinful action, and even more so from sinful thoughts.

An instrument that's noble in God's eyes is a clean instrument.

2.Be Useful （2：21b）
The word "useful" was originally a composite term made from "good" and "use"--"good use". 

In Philemon v.11, the word "useful"(Onesimus) was also this word.

In the house of Philemon, a servant called Onesimus stole from his master and ran away to Rome (v. 18).Onesimus then met Paul and accepted the Lord. He stayed in Rome to serve Paul. Paul knew that he was the servant of Philemon and encouraged him to return to Philemon to ask for forgiveness. Onesimus risked his life and returned to his master and became a useful instrument for the Lord. (refer to Philemon).

3.Be Prepared (2：21c)

Matthew 25: 1-4

At that time the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went out to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five were wise. The foolish ones took their lamps but did not take any oil with them. The wise, however, took oil in jars along with their lamps.

Lamps need oil to produce light. We Christians must be prepared and trained so that we can have the strength to serve God.

Henry Martyn wrote a poem--"Burn out for God": 

     May my life become a noble instrument for the Lord. May I diligently work for Him all my life--with my mouth, my hand, my feet. Let my life burn out for the Lord until the end.

               To be a noble instrument was Henry Martyn's lifelong dream. It was also what the apostle Paul had wished for his spiritual children.
May our whole lives be an instrument for God’s Noble Purposes.
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