	Discussion Topic : “The Code of Conduct in God’s house”
Scriptures :1 Timothy 3:14-16
Memory Verses: “if I am delayed, you will know how people ought to conduct themselves in God's household, which is the church of the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth.”(1 Timothy 3:15) 


*Please memorize this verse and ready to recite it.

Lesson Content：
Everyone has his own ideas and ways to run his household. From things like how to arrange the room to what picture goes on the wall, all of these require tremendous efforts in consideration. Not only you have your opinion, your family will also have theirs. If the opinions within the family can’t come to consensus, then it will definitely lead to a period of struggles. The church is the family of God, everyone in God’s family is like brothers and sisters in the same household. Each person will have his own perspective and obstinacy, how can so many different people get along and conduct themselves in God’s house? Paul will teach us a good lesson here. Please read 1 Timothy 3:14-16.

I. Paul’s teaching to Timothy: What to do in church (1 Timothy 3:14-15a):

Even though Paul was diligently ministering in Macedonia, he still had his spiritual son’s ministry in Ephesus on his mind. Even though he desired to expedite his journey to get to Ephesus to minister the church, he couldn’t make it sooner.  Therefore, Paul wrote this letter to urge Timothy to stand firm on the truth, take up the responsibility of intercession and to make good use of the church leaders. The purpose of this letter is to teach Timothy about the “code of conduct in God’s house.”

II. Conduct based on the truth (1 Timothy 3:15b):

1. Church is God’s household: Church is the big family, and the head of the house is God. We are all God’s children, one body in Christ and we address each other as brothers and sisters. When we learn to love each other, the world will know we’re the disciples of Jesus. (John 13:35)

2. Church is the church of the living God: Our God is a true and living God and He reigns in His church.

3. Church is the pillar of the truth: Church is the support and upholder of the truth. Church also symbolizes the truth, just like the pillar standing tall over people. The church needs to lift the truth up high as pillars so that everyone can see. 

4. Church is the foundation of the truth: The foundation is the very base of the building to keep the building from sinking or tilting. The Church needs to be based on the truth, so that the church will stand upright among the heresies.

III. Build the church based on the principle of the Christ’s incarnation (1 Timothy 3:16): Why did Paul place such emphasis on the conduct in God’s house? Because the Church is very precious to God for it was redeemed by the blood of His son. “This is a wisdom that has been hidden” (1 Corinthian 2:7) However, it was revealed through Jesus Christ so that we could learn from the godliness of Christ to build our church. In the following passages, Paul was probably citing from an old hymn in the early churches to further explain his point:

1. He appeared in a body (1 Timothy 3:16b): Jesus became flesh to dwell among us. Not only He demonstrated God’s love for us; the beautiful examples He left behind also taught us to love each other and to love others as we love ourselves. 
2.was vindicated by the Spirit (1 Timothy 3:16c):Jesus was declared with power to be the son of God by his resurrection from the dead through the Spirit of holiness (Romans 1:4) Jesus, the Son of God, humbled himself to become Son of man; his purpose was to fulfill God’s will. We should rely on the power of the Holy Spirit to build up our church.  
3. was seen by angels (1 Timothy 3:16d): Throughout Jesus’ life from His birth to His death, there were angels as His witnesses and audience. In the same way, the holy testimonies of the churches will be witnessed by the angels (1 Corinthians 4:9).

4. was preached among the nations (1 Timothy 3:16e): When Jesus is lifted up from the earth, he will draw all men to himself. (John 12:32) At the same time, Jesus’ salvation and redeeming grace had been widely spread by generations of disciples. The godly deeds of the church are still preaching the gospel till the end of the earth. 
5. was believed on in the world (1 Timothy 3:16f): Because of the widely spread gospel, many people had been blessed by accepting Jesus into their hearts. This is not just the work of the Holy Spirit, it is also what every believers should do in the church. Our conducts should commensurate with the gospel we preached.  
 6.was taken up in glory (1 Timothy 3:16g): Jesus had accomplished His mission and resurrected from the grave. Today, He’s sitting on the right side of the Father interceding for the Church in the eternal glory. We should keep moving to fulfill the Great Commission and to glorify the Father.
7. The Church is the manifestation of Jesus’ glory on earth: Church is the body of Christ. All who belong to God should preach this mystery of godliness with our daily lives to the world, and to build up God’s church with the truth revealed through Christ. Every ministry should stand firm on the base of the mystery of Jesus’ incarnation, so that everyone who serves the Lord will become more and more like Him.               

Discussion Questions
1. According to Today’s passage, what is church? What are the elements that compose the church? What is the relationship like between the Christ and the church? What is your relationship with the church like?

2. What is the “mystery of godliness”? How can we become the good stewards of this mystery of godliness?

3. What does church mean to you? What about church draws you closer? How should we build God’s glorious church? 

Living In the Word of God
1. Please memorize 1 Timothy 3:15. Read it 3 times and memorize it and recite it to someone. In your next cell meeting, find someone to recite it again. 
2. Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, we thank You and worship You. Because of You, we can understand God’s will in Church. The mystery of godliness had been revealed through You! Thank You for redeeming the church with Your blood and building the Church on Your truth, so that the church can bring glory to Your name on earth. Lord, May You keep helping Your church to hunger for Your word and to obey Your truth. Help us to preach Your name in the nations and may Your name be lifted up on all the earth. Thank You for hearing to our prayer. In the precious name of Jesus we pray, Amen! 






