Christian Life Series: Desire the Noble Task 

	Discussion Topic : “Desire the Noble Task”

Scriptures :1 Timothy 3:1-13

Memory Verses: “Here is a trustworthy saying: If anyone sets his heart on being an overseer, he desires a noble task.”(1 Timothy 3:1) 


*Please memorize this verse and ready to recite it.

Lesson Content：

In the first 2 chapters of 1 Timothy, Paul reminded Timothy that the most important things in church are to fight against the heresies and to pray for everyone. Who, then, will be in charge and promoting all these ministries? The spiritual leaders surely will take up the responsibilities; however, the congregation will also need to have a heart that desires the noble tasks, so that everyone can contribute in building the body of Christ-a glorious church together! Please read 1 Timothy 3:1-13.

I. A overseer who desires the noble task( 1 Timothy 3:1-7):Paul had listed the requirements for those who want to serve the Lord.

1. Desires the noble task (1 Timothy 3:1): The original meaning of “desiring the noble tasks” means to set one’s heart on the good deeds. To be an overseer doesn’t mean to just run a ministry, it requires someone’s wholehearted devotion. The overseer is in charge of administration and pasturing, it is the same duty like the elders and pastors.

2. He has to be a virtuous man (1 Timothy 3:2-3):

a. Be above reproach (1 Timothy 3:2a): They would not be judged or criticized on anything that would bring shame to God’s name.

b. Temperate(1 Timothy 3:2c): Always have a clarity in mind and knows how to manage his temper and emotions. Always treat others with proper modesty.

c. Self-controlled(1 Timothy 3:2d): Self-disciplined. Everything he does is appropriate and never deviating from the truth.

d. Respectable (1 Timothy 3:2e):Live an orderly and disciplined life. With modest apparel.

e. Not given to drunkenness(1 Timothy 3:3a): Drinking is very common in the old times, people usually drink diluted wine. The overseer of the church should never abuse the alcohol, get drunk or under the influence of any substances.

f. Not violent (1 Timothy 3:3c): Never violent to those who are not teachable. Never use violence as a mean to deal with anyone.

g. Gentle(1 Timothy 3:3c): Full of love, meekness, kindness and thoughtfulness.

h. Not quarrelsome (1 Timothy 3:3d): Never lock in arguments with other people or persist his opinions stubbornly. Never competitive.

i. not a lover of money: They don’t love money.

3. A wonderful testimony in his family (1 Timothy 3:2, 4-5):

a. husband of one wife(1 Timothy 3:2b): If he is married, he should be devoted and faithful to his wife and his marriage. 

b. manage his family well(1 Timothy 3:4-5): Those who are capable in managing their households are capable of managing God’s household. If someone can raise his children to obey him with proper respect, then, he is able to teach the believers in the church. 

c. hospitable(1 Timothy 3:2f): Willing to receive the brothers or sisters who are in need into his house, also God’s servants. They demonstrated brotherly love to strangers and foreigners.

4. A mature spiritual life (1 Timothy 3:2, 6-7):

a. pure faith (1 Timothy 3:6): It takes time for one to grow on the truth. No matter how capable or adequate a new believer is, he/she still needs some more time to culture the spiritual characters in him/her. If they are given the title as an overseer too soon, they might become conceited easily and fall into temptation.

b. able to teach (1 Timothy 3:7): Passion and ability to teach and to walk the talk.

c. good reputation with outsider(1 Timothy 3:7): To bear good witness among the unbelieving families and friends, so that no one would have anything to say about them that will bring shame to God’s name.

II. A deacon who is capable in serving (1 Timothy 3:8-13): Deacons serve God with the overseer to help the ministries. They also need to have good witness. 

1. Virtuous (1 Timothy 3:9,11): 1) worthy of respect: righteousness and integrity. 2) sincere: honest and always true 3) no malicious talk: no slander, no gossip and no twisted facts 4) not indulging in much wine, and not pursuing dishonest gain (same requirements with the overseer.)

2. Good testimonies within the family(1 Timothy 3:12): Faithful to his wife and manage his children and family well (same requirement with the overseer.)

3. Keep hold of the deep truths of the faith with a clear conscience (1 Timothy 3:9): One who serves the Lord should always keep a clear conscience, and keep hold of the deep truth of salvation in his heart in order to maintain a clean conscience.

4. Was tested and proven faithful in all things(1 Timothy 3:10-11):The servants of the Lord should not only possess the same characters with the overseer, but also being tested and proven to be faithful in all things to enhance a godly ministry. 

5. Those who were faithful would be rewarded(1 Timothy 3:13): a faithful deacon will not only grow spiritually, but also be equipped and instructed by the Lord’s Spirit in him, so that he will gain an excellent standing and great assurance in their faith. 

Discussion Questions

1. What are the requirements for those who serve the Lord? Why?

2. Why did Paul emphasize those requirements and qualifications in the overseer and deacons? What would happen if they don’t meet these requirements?

3. According to Today’s scripture, what qualities you’ve already possessed? What qualities you would like to work on more? Why? How would you start?

4. What are the ministries that you’re involved with right now? Why did you participate in these ministries? What had been satisfying for you in these ministries? What had been helpful for you about serving in today’s message?  

Living In the Word of God

1.
Please memorize 1 Timothy 3:1. Read it 3 times and memorize it and recite it to someone. In your next cell meeting, find someone to recite it again. 

2.
Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, we thank You and worship You. For You desired everyone who belongs to you to participate in building Your glorious church. This is the opportunity for us to work with You. May You help us to desire the noble task and to exercise the godly characters in us, so that when we serve You, we will bear glorious witness in our ministries. May Your church be filled with Your glory! Thank You for hearing to our prayer. In the precious name of Jesus we pray, Amen! 􁗇






