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I View of God’s Mercy, I Urge You…

Verse of the Week: Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God's mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God--this is your spiritual act of worship. Romans 12:1
Text: Romans 12:1 - 12:2

Mercy (oiktirmos) means great mercy or compassion

When you want someone to do one thing, what is the most effective way to make the person do it?

Threat? Coercion? Reasoning? Appealing one’s conscience or emotions?

What if your goal is to make a Christian willing to offer his/her life as a living sacrifice, what approach will it be?

If you were Paul, how would you have written chapter 12-16 of the book of Romans?

Paul’s appeal to the Romans: 

In view of God’s mercy, I urge you…
God’s mercy is not taught but caught:

What is this mercy of God that we must experience first?

-a grateful heart touched by Christ’s love

 
-conviction of sins through the Holy Spirit

-comprehending the truth of justification by faith

 
-receiving the inner peace through forgiveness of sin

- beaming glory of a child of God

Without these personal experiences, we will not be moved to sacrifice ourselves to God.

Of course not all who have these experiences are natural living sacrifices, otherwise, Paul would not have to try to urge the Roman Christians.

Why do we need to be urged?

1. we may have been saved, but not knowing the full breadth and depth of Christ’s love. 

2. we may have gone cold towards God through the passage of time.

A living Sacrifice is:

1. Holy: set aside for the Lord


body:


mind:


assets:


talents and gifts:

2. pleasing and acceptable to God

Paul urges Christians to always remember the mercy of God through Jesus Christ and lead a life worthy of this love and calling. All forms of sacrifice and service come from this personal conviction through experiences. We need to be reminded constantly so that we live in a lifestyle that is naturally pleasing and acceptable to God, and demonstrating to the world that we are God’s children in this world.
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