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                                            Go on to Maturity

Verse of the Week: Until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. Ephesians 4:13

Scripture Passage: Hebrews 5:12-6:3

Message Outline: Today is Father’s Day. Any parent knows that as we observe our children grow each day, as slow as they do, we all have a hidden measurement in us about their development both physical and mental. Our expectation is simple; that they will grow according to the measurement we have and not fall out of the percentile. If they do, we begin to worry. The Bible also uses the same analogy to describe our spiritual growth. Are we spiritual baby or adult? What are the signs of a baby, and what are the signs of a mature Christian? 

Most of us are supposed to be teachers: our spiritual maturity is expected to grow with time. The longer we become Christians we more mature we should be.

Signs of a baby Christian: a Christian is a spiritual baby when he/she

-Only drinks milk: passively waiting for others to feed them with predigested thoughts

-Only speaks child babbles: does not know how to pray beyond giving grace for foods

-Only cares about oneself: the only question to ask God is: when are you going to satisfy me?

-is easily deceived: will readily listen to and believe what the world tells them, and have no discernment of right and wrong. 

Signs of a spiritual grown-up: a person who is spiritually mature will

1. Engage in constant practice and training: our faith requires our determination and discipline in exercising and training. 
2. Speak the truth in love: In our relationship with others, we do not judge people with the law; rather, we treat other with grace and truth.

3. Be connected with the head, the Christ: with we are connected with the head, we grow daily to be more like Jesus. His qualities become ours.

4. Be connected to the body of Christ, the church: a growing Christian is someone who is serving others, who proactively seeks out opportunities to serve, to use his gifts and to build up the church. 

How do we go on to maturity?

Personally: we need to “leave the elementary teachings about Christ and go on to maturity” (6:1) to make every effort and never give up on trying to grow more like Jesus. Every day we are determined to know Christ more, to be more connected with Christ, to love the Lord more, and to submit to Him more.

Corporately: Ephesians 4:11-13: we need to be connected with the body of Christ and be nurtured by the discipleship and teachings by the leaders in the church.
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