1 Timothy Lesson 3: Be a Prayer Vessel for the Nations

Use the format of sharing & discussion to apply God’s word in our daily lives.
Discussion Topic: “Be a Prayer Vessel for the Nations”

Scriptures:1 Timothy 2:1-7 

Memory Verses: “I urge, then, first of all, that requests, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for everyone—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.”(1 Timothy 2:1-2 ) 
*Please memorize this verse and ready to recite it.

Lesson Content：

Paul exhorted Timothy in the first chapter of Timothy to fight the good fight for God’s truth. In the following chapter, he urged Timothy that prayer is the first of all things in church. Why is prayer so important in church and in everyone’s life? Please read today’s scripture: 1 Timothy 2:1-7

I. The importance of interceding for everyone (1 Timothy 2:1a)

1. Prayer is the first priority above all (1 Timothy 2:1a): in the beginning of chapter two, Paul specified that if Timothy wanted to fight the good fight (1 Timothy 1:18), “then,” he had to place prayer and intercession above all things. The “first of all” indicated the highest priority of prayer above all.  Prayer is not our last resort, but our best resort!

2. The content of our prayers (1 Timothy 2:1b-1e):

a. requests(1 Tim. 2:1b): requesting God’s favor for our specific needs.

b. prayers(1 Tim. 2:1c): the general prayer to spend time and communicate with God 

c. intercession(1 Tim. 2:1d): pleading to God by faith for other people’s needs 

d. thanksgiving(1 Tim. 2:1e): giving thanks for what God had done or granted

3. The benefit and beneficiary of prayer (1 Timothy 2:1-2):

a. for everyone: Everyone includes believers and non-believers, your friends and your enemies. Everyone means “all people.” Prayer is the most important thing of all, especially praying for all people.

b. for kings and all those in authority: Paul stressed in Roman 13:1, “Everyone must submit himself to the governing authorities, for there is no authority except that which God has established. The authorities that exist have been established by God.” The believers should pray for the leaders such as the kings, presidents and all who hold authorities in the government. We should intercede for wisdom and competence from God to govern the country and people with godly principles, so that the whole nation will be blessed and pleasing to God. 

c. the benefits of prayers: We may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness. Prayer can exercise our reverence and help us to live out our faith. Prayer can also impact the peoples and politics and bring us peace in our mind and our surroundings. 

II. It is God’s will to pray for all people (1 Timothy 2:3-7)

1. Because this is good and pleasing to God: The essence of prayer is good itself, not just the outcome. God’s will is for all people to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth (1 Timothy 2:4).  If we can pray according to God’s heart, it is a prayer that is good and pleasing to Him. 

2. Because this is God’s will (1 Timothy 2:4): The most critical reason for church to pray for all men, the kings and all who hold authorities in the government is because it is God’s will for everyone to be saved and come to know Him. Indeed, God could perform miracles to save all men immediately; however, it is not His way. He gave the authority of prayer to the church, so that the church can participate in His salvation plan.

3. Because Jesus gave his life for it (1 Timothy 2:5-6):

a. Only Jesus is qualified to accomplish the salvation (1 Timothy 2:5): The only way for men to be saved is through the redemption of the Lord Jesus Christ. He is the only mediator between God and men. Jesus Christ is the Son of God and the Son of man, besides him, there is no other way that we could be saved.

b. Only Jesus Christ willingly gave himself as ransom for all men(1 Timothy 2:6): The mediator has to be divine and human at the same time. Jesus Christ is the Son of God, therefore, He is God. “Became flesh” means He is human, therefore, He was qualified to die and bear the Sins for men to satisfy God’s requirement for righteousness. We need to know God’s heart and pray for all men so that they can come to know God and Jesus Christ to in order to be saved.  

4. Paul was appointed to share the truth for this purpose (1 Timothy 2:7): Paul had experienced God’s redeeming grace personally and was moved by God’s mercy and love for the world.  He accepted the appointment from God and dedicated his life to be a herald, an apostle and a teacher of the true faith to the Gentiles. Every follower of Jesus should keep praying for all people and following the example of Paul- to declare the gospel that only Jesus Christ is the way of redemption and salvation in order to fulfill the desire of God’s heart. 

Discussion Questions

1. Why is the ministry of prayer so important? Do you know about all the different prayer meetings at our church? What have you gained in those meetings? Please encourage each other to participate in the prayer meetings. 

2. It is God’s heart for “all men to be saved and to come to knowledge of the truth.” What are some practical ways that we can do to fulfill this desire and purpose of God’s heart? 

3. Please lead your cell group members to nominate and pray for the President of United State (Barack Obama), the California governor (Arnold Schwarzenegger) and the mayor of the city and the board members of the school district, etc.  
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