1 Timothy Lesson 1 the Lord’s Servant part 2

Use the format of sharing & discussion to apply God’s word in our daily lives.

Discussion Topic: “The Lord’s servant part 2 ”

Scriptures:1 Timothy 1:12-20 

Memory Verses: “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom I am the worst.”(1 Timothy 1:15) 

*Please memorize this verse and ready to recite it.

Cell group leaders: Please use 10-15 minutes to respond to the Sunday sermon and share about: 1. which quote or verse you remember the most in the sermon?

2. How did it encourage or influence you?

Lesson Content：

If something shameful and unlawful we did in the past was exposed, some of our friends might be ashamed of us and choose to leave us. Vice versa, if something like this happened to our friend, we probably wouldn’t make a decision that’s too much different because no one would wants his reputation to be associated with bad company. However, to our surprise, Jesus chooses to entrust His holy truth to someone who had blasphemed and prosecuted Him-the worst sinner of all: Paul. This is beyond our human comprehension! Let’s read the confession of the worst sinner of all. Please read 1 Timothy 1:12-20. 

I. It’s all about God’s Grace (1 Timothy 1:12-14):

1. Paul is grateful about God’s appointment (1 Timothy 1:12): God had chosen Paul to serve him and given him the strength to accomplished God’s commission. Paul responded to God’s abundant grace with faithfulness. 

2. God poured mercy on Paul before He was a believer (1 Timothy 1:13): Before Paul encountered Jesus, he was doing everything he could to blaspheme Jesus, to oppose Christians and prosecute them with the harshest method. Even though he acted in ignorance and unbelief, everything he did were offensive to God and deserved the most severe punishment. However, God didn’t execute the punishment on him, rather, He chose Paul to be the apostle of the Gentiles. These are all God’s mercy. (Note: Mercy is about not receiving the punishment from God we deserved.) 

3. Paul experienced the abundant grace of God (1 Timothy 1:14):  When Paul experienced the great mercy of the Lord, he was receiving God’s abundant grace. Therefore, grace and mercy had built up Paul to become someone who is loving and faithful in Christ. 

II. It is all about God’s Mercy (1 Timothy 15-17):

1. God’s mercy for Paul was the example for the world (1 Timothy 1:15-16): This is the eternal steadfast truth: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. It is true even to the worst sinner like Paul who had prosecuted and oppressed the believers and the body of Christ. If someone like Paul could receive God’s mercy, who else would be left out in His mercy? Since God had demonstrated his unlimited patience on Paul, and made him the chosen instrument for God, He will also pour out His mercy to all who believe Him and to give them the eternal life.  

2. Praises were uttered by God’s mercy on Paul (1 Timothy 1:17): When Paul pondered on the abundant grace and mercy he had received, he couldn’t help himself to praise and worship God. This is one of the traits in Paul’s letter. 

III. Reminders of fighting the good fight (1 Timothy 1:18-20)

1. Fight the good fight for the Lord (1 Timothy 1:18): When Timothy first started to serve with Paul, the elders and Paul had laid hands on Timothy and prayed for him. (1 Timothy 4:14) They had passed on their anointing and prophesized over Timothy, so that he would be able to fight the good fight, to stop the heresies and false doctrine in church and to build up brothers and sisters to stand firm on the truth. 

2. Hold on to faith (1 Timothy 1:19a): Faith is the total surrender and reliance on God. We can face the difficulties in our serving and the attacks from the enemy firmly because of our faith and we trust God will lead us in triumphal procession in Christ. 

3. Hold on to good conscience (1 Timothy 1:19b-20): A good conscience is a conscience that doesn’t condemn us. “If our hearts do not condemn us, we have confidence before God. ( 1 John 3:21)” Paul encouraged Timothy to not only hold on to good conscience, but also not to do anything that will reject good conscience, as it would damage the truth. Just like what Hymenaeus and Alexander did. Hymenaeus was the false teacher who preached about “resurrection has already taken place, and [he] destroyed the faith of some.” (2 Timothy 2:18) Alexander was someone who was opposing the truth and tried to harm Paul many times. (2 Timothy 4:14-15) The way to discipline these people was to “hand them over to Satan,” and see them as gentiles. The purpose of “handing them over to Satan” was not only to punish them, but also to give them an opportunity to repent and stop the blasphemy and slanders that offended God.  

Discussion Questions

1. From 1 Timothy 1:12-14, Why did Paul describe God’s grace so amazingly abundant? Do you feel the same way about the grace that God had poured over you? Why?

2. Why did Paul address himself as the worst sinner of all? What sins did he commit?

3. How have Paul received God’s mercy? How have you received God’s mercy?

4. What are the 3 things that Paul reminded Timothy? Which one is the one that you need to strengthen? What kind of equipment do you need?
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