	Scriptures: Acts 9:32-10:24 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)

Memory Verse: The men replied, “We have come from Cornelius the centurion. He is a righteous and God-fearing man, who is respected by all the Jewish people. A holy angel told him to ask you to come to his house so that he could hear what you have to say.” (Acts 10:22 NIV 2010)


Reflection on the Words  

A.  Peter followed the footsteps of Lord Jesus, Acts 9:32~43:   As Peter visited the disciples and the churches in Judea, Galilee, and Samaria, he preached and testified about Jesus.  People were healed and dead was resurrected.  This led all of the people there that had seen/heard what had happened to come to the Lord.

1.  What the Lord did those who believe in Him will also do:   Jesus told the disciples that what the Father does the Son does likewise.  Those that believe will likewise also do.  Jesus healed the paralyzed (Mark 2). Peter, follower of Jesus, healed Aeneas, a person who has been paralyzed for eight years, in the name of Jesus when he was visiting the Lord’s people in Lydda.  Aeneas was immediately healthy and able to get up after he was healed.  Jesus resurrected Lazarus (John 11) and daughter of Jairus (Mark 5) after they died.  At Joppa (located northwest of Jerusalem in Judea), Peter resurrected Dorcas, a disciple that was always doing good and helping the poor.

2. Only by the name of Jesus Christ and His power are the believers able to do them:  Peter proclaimed to Aeneas who had been paralyzed for eight years that Christ Jesus heals him and Aeneas was then able to get up (Acts 9:34).  Having seen Jesus resurrecting the daughter of Jairus, Peter knelt on the floor and prayed for the power of Jesus to resurrect the dead and spoke to the dead to tell her to come alive (Acts 9:40).

3. Glory to Lord Christ Jesus:  Signs and wonders bring glory to Jesus and lead people to know Him and turn to Him.  Just as Jesus said, when the Son of Man is lifted up, all will be drawn to Him (John 12:32).

Discussion 1:  Have you ever been healed by the Lord in your body, mind, or spirit?  Please briefly share how you felt.

Discussion 2:  We are following Lord Jesus at any and all times and experiencing how He turns us into vessels of blessing for others.  How do you follow Him?

B. Lord Jesus selected Cornelius as the starting point for Peter to preach the Gospel to the Gentiles.

1.  Cornelius and his family who long for God, Acts 10:1-2:  A Gentile, Cornelius is a centurion in the Roman military in Caesarea.  He was godly and prayed to God frequently.  He longed for God and helped those in needs.  But he had yet to receive salvation of Christ Jesus.

2.  God took the initiative in giving salvation, Acts 10:3-7a:  At three in the afternoon, Cornelius saw an angel of God.  He was fearful at the supernatural occurrence.  The angel told him that God heard his prayers and noted his good deeds and wanted him to send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter.

3.  Fulfillment of his longing depended on his action, Acts 10:7b-8:  Cornelius joyfully received the direction from God.  His longings were about to be fulfilled.  Immediately he sent two of his servants along with a devout soldier to Joppa for Peter.

Discussion 3:  There are many whose hearts long to know God and to have relationship with Him but have yet to know Him.  Are there such people in your environment?  Please pray for them by name.

Discussion 4:  If you are not a believer yet, would you like to accept Christ Jesus as your Savior?  If yes, can you pray to ask the Lord to be your personal Savior?  Please ask the cell group leader to lead you in this.

C. God’s hand led Peter over the boundary, Acts 10:17-23:  God is careful and meticulous in His work.  When He told Cornelius to send people for Peter, Peter was still concentrating on sharing the Gospel with Jews and Samaritans.  Only the hand of Lord Jesus can push Peter forward.  Only He can give him clear vision and words to lead him into the will of God—preaching the Gospel to the Gentiles

1.  Peter saw the vision in prayer, Acts 10:9-12,16:  When Peter went to the roof at noon to pray, he saw sheet coming down to group from heaven as he was in a trance.  Inside the sheet was all sorts of unclean four footed creatures, reptiles and birds.  This vision appeared to him three consecutive times.

2.  Conversation between Peter and the Lord, Acts 10:13-15: 

(a) Lord commands Peter to kill and eat these unclean things, Acts 10:13—According to the God’s teaching in Old Testament, Israelites are not allowed to eat unclean things (Leviticus 11).

(b) Peter was shocked and protested, Acts 10:14—Since youth, Peter followed Old Testament teaching and never ate unclean things, Acts 10:14.

(c) Anything God has made clean cannot be called impure, Acts: 10:15—God explained to Peter that what he had cleaned cannot be treated as unclean.  Whether something is holy or vile, clean or unclean depend on whether God had set it apart as holy/pure or not.

3. The Spirit led Peter so that he’s sure of what God wanted him to do, Acts 10:17-20:  Peter was unable to understand the vision and his conversation with the Lord based on Old Testament teachings.  As he pondered on the meaning of the vision, the three sent by Cornelius asked for him.  When he was perplexed, (a) The Spirit led him with words telling him that three persons are looking for him and he’s to go with them.  (b) The Spirit removed the uncertainty in his heart and let him know for sure that it was the Lord that sent them for him.

4.  Peter believed and acted, broke through his own notions, Acts 10:21-23:  Through leading and confirmation of the Spirit, Peter immediately crossed his boundary and notions and welcomed the three people looking for him.  After finding out the reason for their visit, Peter asked them to rest for the night and before leaving with them for Cornelius’ place the next day.

Discussion 5:  Why did Lord Jesus need to lead Peter in this way?  What revelation did you get from this?

Discussion 6:  Have you ever doubted His lead?  How did you breakthrough?  Or perhaps you are in the midst of uncertainty about His lead.  Please share so that everyone can pray for you.
