Be Prepared for Christ’s Return

2 Peter 3:10-18

10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness. 14 So then, dear friends, since you are looking forward to this, make every effort to be found spotless, blameless and at peace with him. 15 Bear in mind that our Lord's patience means salvation, just as our dear brother Paul also wrote you with the wisdom that God gave him. 16 He writes the same way in all his letters, speaking in them of these matters. His letters contain some things that are hard to understand, which ignorant and unstable people distort, as they do the other Scriptures, to their own destruction. 17 Therefore, dear friends, since you already know this, be on your guard so that you may not be carried away by the error of lawless men and fall from your secure position. 18 But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

Memory Verse: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and forever! Amen. 2 Peter 3:18

The Lord shall return: (2 Peter 3:10-13)

1. This day will surely come: ( 2Peter 3:10a): In the Old Testament days, God spoke through his prophets that the Messiah would come. Indeed Jesus came as God Incarnate, the Son of Man. God’s promises will never fail; therefore, the second coming of Christ as an important doctrine will sure to happen.
2. The day will come like a thief (2 Peter 3:10b): This means that the day will come at the most unexpected time (Matt. 24:42-44). It is futile for us to speculate when exactly this day will be, but the point is that we need to be ready for it.
3. the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare (2 Peter 3:10b-12): After the deluge of Noah’s time, the Lord promised he will never destroy the world with a flood, but the coming destruction of the world will be by the consuming fire. The kind of global destruction by fire was not conceivable before until the dropping of the atomic bomb in Japan. The ironic advancement of technologies for weaponry proved that the word of God is true.
4. Believers will be taken into the New Heaven and New Earth (2 Peter 3:13): Such a New Heaven and New Earth will appear after the judgment of the Great White Throne (Revelation 21:1). It is called the Home of the Righteous, where there will be no sin or pain. That will be the day of the fulfillment of the promise of God. All the redeemed will spend eternity with the Lord in it.
Five Reminders from Peter about this day:
1. To make every effort to lead a blameless life (2Pet 3:14): The pursue of holiness is our preparation to meet the Lord.
2. To know about the Lord’s patience (2Pet 3:15a): The Lord has long suffering patience for the sins of this world. He patience means salvation for people.
3. To understand the truth of the Bible (2Pet 3:15b-16): Peter reminds us believers that the revelation Paul received from God must be studied and understood correctly so that we can grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus. 
4. To be aware of those who misinterpret the Bible (2Peter 3:17): Peter warned us of these people who are seeking their own downfall. If we are not careful in our study of the Scripture, we may be misguided by these false teachers and slip away from the truth. So we must hold on to our faith and be rooted in the truth of God.
5. To grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus (2 Pet. 3:18): This is our active pursue of faith so that we not only will not be misguided we can grow stronger in our faith.
Sharing Questions:

1. What part about the second coming of Christ touches you the most? 
2. How are you preparing yourself for that day?

3. What practical ways can we do to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ?

Reciting today’s memory verse to each other

Prayer: Lord, thank you for your patience toward us or we would have perished. Please help us understand your wills and to obey them. Help us to stand firm in this last days and lead a spotless and blameless life so that you are glorified in all we do. Help us to be the light and salt to this world until the day you return. Amen!






