	Scriptures: Acts 8:1-40 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)
Memory Verse:  For with shrieks, impure spirits came out of many, and many who were paralyzed or lame were healed.  So there was great joy in that city. (Acts 8:7-8 NIV 2010)


Reflection on the Words  

A.  God used the circumstance to stir up the church in Jerusalem, Acts 8:1-8:  It can be said that the church grew smoothly from the start of early church until the martyrdom of Stephen despite of the threats from Sanhedrin and government.  After his death, the godly people buried him while lamenting at the injustice that he suffered on one hand.  On the other hand, the forces of opposition intensified the persecution of the believers.  Saul (who became Paul later) even went to the homes of the believers to arrest them regardless of their genders.  This forced the disciples to leave Jerusalem and to spread out to Judea and areas of Samaria.  What they did in these areas wasn’t fleeing however.  But rather they were sharing the Gospel and preaching about Jesus.  This persecution brought about the revival of the church and the expansion of its border:

Crossing over the boundary, preaching the Gospel, Acts 8:5-8:  In chapter 6 verse 5, Philip—one of the seven chosen for overlooking daily distribution of food—went to a city in Samaria to share the Gospel.

(1)  Philip crossed over the boundary and loved those that the Lord loves:  Originally there’s not only hatred between the Jews and the Samaritans, but the Jews also despised the Samaritans.  One time when the people in a Samaritan village didn’t welcome Jesus, John spoke to the Lord about calling down the fire on them (Luke 9:54). Now Philip smashed this boundary and preached the Gospel to them.

(2)  The Spirit anointed Philip:  As Jesus’ promise of “signs and wonders following those who believe,” the Spirit anointed Philip to preach the truth, to perform signs and wonders, to heal and to cast out demons.  Even the paralyzed and the lame are healed.

(3)  The people in the Samaritan town believed in Him and there was great joy:  The people there abandoned their darkness and bondage after hearing the Gospel preached by Philip and seeing the signs and wonders.  They were joyful because of they came to Jesus’ way of life.

Discussion 1: How did God expanded the church of Jerusalem?  Why did He do it this way?

Discussion 2: Did God ever stirred up your life through circumstance before?  Please share briefly.

B.  Connection in Christ, manifestation of gifts, discernment of hearts (Acts 8:9-24): 

(1)  Simon the sorcerer repented, Acts 8:9-13:  In Samaria, there was a person called Simon.  He was able to perform sorcery and boasted that he was someone great.  People in town were amazed at what he said and what he was able to do.  They listened to him and were under the bondage of the dark sorcery.  When Simon saw his followers believed in Christ and got baptized, he did the same and sat with Philip.

(2)  Connection in Christ, Acts 8:14-17:  Upon hearing that the Samaritans believed in the word of God, the apostles sent John and Peter over to visit.  When they arrived, they discerned that the people had yet to receive the Spirit so they laid their hands on them and prayed for them to receive the Spirit.  John and Peter did this because: [1] They identified with the faith of the people.  [2] They wanted to tear down the wall separating the Jews and the Samaritans.  [3] They wanted the faith of the people to be strengthened by the Spirit so that these people can follow the Lord unwaveringly.

(3) Repentance of sin-bound Simon, Acts 8:18-24:  Simon was baptized but he did not truly repent.  John and Peter laid their hands and prayed for the people to receive the Spirit when they were sent to visit the believers in Samaria.  [1] Gifts cannot buy:  When Simon saw this, he wanted to purchase this authority so that he can also lay hands for the people to receive the Spirit.  His motivation was incorrect as he was interested in the power and was not walking the truth.  Hence [2] he was told that he had no share in the ministry of God.  [3] His repentance:  After Peter pointed out his error and admonished him, Simon contritely asked them to pray for him so that he would not perish.

Discussion 3: Why did Simon believe in Christ?  How were the apostles able to discern Simon’s problem?

C.  Complete obedience, beautiful footsteps, enlargement of border, fulfillment of the heart of God, Acts 8:25-40:  

(1)  Complete obedience:  When Philip was preaching the Gospel very effectively in Samaria, God sent his messengers to tell Philip to head south to the wilderness.  Philip did not question this and went obediently.  When he saw rich and powerful Ethiopian eunuch (near current source of Nile river), the Spirit wanted him to the chariot.  He did so without questioning.

(2)  Preaching about the footsteps of Jesus:  The eunuch was reading the verses about Jesus in the chapter 53 of the book of the prophet Isaiah.  He was unable to understand the meaning of the verses due to the lack of someone to teach him.  Philip asked him if he understand it.

(3) Field ripe for harvest:  The eunuch is a field ripe for harvest.  He was able to humbly acknowledge that he did not understand the verses despite of his position.  Thus Philip was able to talk to him about Jesus and he was able to propose about getting baptized when he saw some water.

(4) Spread of the Gospel to Africa (The Nile flows through northern and eastern Africa):  The border of the church expanded to Africa.

(5) Complete obedience and living for Christ:  The Spirit can lift up people like Philip that don’t have their own will and put them in places where God wants to work.  Philip preached the Gospel throughout from Azotus until he reached Caesarea.

Discussion 4: In the midst of wind of opportunity given by God, what areas can we learn from Philip?
Our Response

Thank the Lord!  Because of His salvation we are able to enter the light from darkness.  He also sends us to testify for him and to bring the Gospel to the people so that the lands will be nourished and the hearts of people will return to Him.  He’s also in the front leading us to expand our visions and to walk into new boundaries.  Let us prepare ourselves so that we are ready to be sent at any time into the crowds to reap the harvest.   
