Don’t Follow the Way of Balaam

Scripture: 2 Peter  2:10 - 2:22

Memory Verse: for a man is a slave to whatever has mastered him. 2 Peter 2:19

Welcome to the “Candy Store” of the devil. Peter is walking with us to do some “window shopping.” to see what “goodies” he has for the sweet-craving  customers. Be aware that all the goodies are sugarcoated poisonous drugs, which will kill you even if you just touch them. Satan is the actual store owner. He is the father of all liars. To help us steer clear of the tempting poison, and walk down the path of Balaam. We need to read today’s text carefully. (2 Peter 2:10-22)
the actions of false teachers (2Peter 2:10-22): 
1. they follow the corrupt desire of the sinful nature and despise authority.
2. They blaspheme even matter that do not understand (2Peter 10b-11): All who blaspheme do so to hide their own shortcomings by magnifying the problems of others.  They attack the church and other authorities.

3. They are like brute beasts, creatures of instinct (2Peter 2:12): false teachers are like beasts that act by their animal instinct without spiritual discipline. They indulge in fleshly desires and are arrogant.
4. They revel in their pleasures even in broad daylight (2 Peter 2:13): Daytime is the time for work, however, false teachers they even carouse in broad daylight. They may wear a religious cloak but they are taking advantage of people they socialize with.
5. They are greedy and full of adultery (2 Peter 2:14): The greediness is not just occasional by shows up in everything they do. Their eyes are full of adultery seeking every opportunity to lead people into temptation.
6. They have left the straight way of God (2 Pet 2:15): Balaam knew the way of God, but he did not walk in it. Instead, he use it as a means for personal gain. Balaam cursed the people of God for money. He is the father of all false teachers.
7. They mouth empty and boastful words (2Peter 2;18-19): They model after their father the devil. They lie, they boast, the elevate themselves among others. They are entangled in their sins. And whoever they get in contact with, they want to trap them in the same web.
8.  They walk away from the truthof God willfully (2Peter 2:20-22): False teachers may know the way to salvation, but they deliberatey took a different path. This is worse than those who never knew it. Their outcome will be worse off then before (Luke 11:24-26).  They are like dogs that eat their own vomits. They may look clean for awhile, they will get right back to their sins.
Don’t walk the way of Balaam:

1) be aware of Balaam’s tricks (2Peter 2:17): 

a. they are like wells without water: a well is supposed to provide water,  

    but a false prophet as the look but does not deliver the good.

b. They are like mist driven by a storm: they are like mist that blocks the 
     view of people, yet they will soon be blown away.
2) Stand firm on the truth (2Peter 2:14, 18): False teachers are only successful in their deception with people who are “not firm in their faith” and those “who recently just turned from their wrong ways.” All because they are not firm in their knowledge of the truth and are weak in their walk with the Lord. Therefore, we must stand firm in the word of God and be tightly united with the body of Christ.
3) Believe that God will judge according to his righteousness (2Pet 2:16-17):
a. God will oppose the arrogant: if God could use a donkey to speak   

     warning to the false prophet Balamm. Be certain that he will do the 
     righteous act against the false teachers.

b. God will deliver righteous judgment: we may see the false prophets 
     enjoying a good and successful life in their ungodly and debaucheries, 
     but the Lord will deal with them righteously and justly. An eternal 
     punishment awaits them.
Sharing Questions:

1. Why does someone who has tasted the good of the grace of the Lord, would return to sinning? How do we avoid that? How do we help those who are in the situation?

2. How are we to avoid falling into the trap of the false teachers?
3. How are we to lead people to follow Christ in this time of false teachers?

4. How can we not go down the path of Balaam?

5. Are you confused about what you hear from some teaching?

Living out the word of God

Recite today’s memory verse: 2 Peter 2:19

Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus, we praise you. Thank you for showing to us the ways of the false prophets through Peter. Please help me and others to understand your ways more clearly and to walk in them more firmly. Give us the strength to guide those who have been led astray back to you. Make us your true disciples in this time of confusion. In Jesus name, Amen!






