                                             God will Rescue the Godly

Scripture: 2 Peter 1:1-9

Memory Verse: …The Lord knows how to rescue godly men from trials and to hold the unrighteous fro the day of judgment. (2 Pet. 2:9)
On his last days on earth, Jesus talked about the end of times that “many false prophets will appear and deceive many people. Because od the increase of wickedness, the love of most will grow cold” (Matt. 24:11-12). False prophets have always been around, there will  be more coming. They will do unlawful things and deceive many, causing their love to grow cold. With these phenomena, we will see the decline of morals in the society. On the other hand, sins will increase. Peter reminds us that in difficult times such as this, “the Lord will rescue the godly from trials,” there fore, let us be the godly and wait for the coming day of judgment. Let’s read today’s passage (2Peter 2:1-9)

1.Godly people need to be able to recognize the characteristics of the false prophets

a. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies: false prophets will misquote scriptures and misguide people by taking out of context certain verses to lead people astray.
b. They will deny the sovereign Lord Jesus Christ: the redemption of Jesus Christ  and his Lordship is the foundation of our faith. False prophets will not recognize this basic truth.

c. They will confuse many people (2Pet 2:2): False prophets love to talk about things people like to hear and not the truth of God. They will have followers, but God is not pleased with them.

d. They will exibit shameful behaviors (2Pet 2:2): false prophets’ lives are not guided by the truth. They also entice people to do shameful things.
e. They blaspheme the truth (2Pet 2:2): False prophets will challenge the revealed truth of God and bring in false teachings to misguide people.

f.  They are greedy (2Pet 2:3): false prophets tell lies to take advantage of people and make profits from innocent followers. 
g.  They will face their ultimate judgment (2Pet 2:3): God’s judgment on the false prophets and false teachers are certain. They may look spiritual on the outside, but God knows their hearts.
2. God’s judgment of the ungodly ( 2 Pet 2:4-7):
a. God did not spare the angels when they sinned (2 pet 2:4): Angels are powerful and more intelligent than false prophets. When some of them sinned, God did not spare them or provide them with salvation, which is only offered us. We need to respond to God when we still have chance.
b. God did not spare the ungodly people of Noah’s time (2 Pet 2:5): 

    -God destroyed the ungodly: in Noah’s time, all that people thought about were evil. Their conducts were contrary to God’s characters. Even though God gave them a long time to repent, they continued to ignore and walked their own way, until the judgment came and destroyed them all. God is unchanging, if people today remain ungodly and ignore God’s offer of salvation, they will have to face God’s righteous judgment one day.
     -God will have mercy on the repentant: Noah’s family led a life different from those of his time. Noah warned the people of the pending flood and he worked hard to prepare for it. Today, people remain occupied with their eating and drinking, living in sins. How can God not judgment such a generation? Let’s learn from Noah’s family and lead a godly life, share about God’s redemptive plan through Jesus, and we shall be saved.
c. God did not spare the ungodly of Sodom and Gomorrah (2Pet 2:6-7):

-Sodom and Gomorrah are two sin cities. Because of their unrepentant heart, God judged them with fire. Their downfall should be our warning, because God will judge with fire to an unbelieving generation.

- God will save the righteous like Lot: in every  judgment, there is always the saved. Who do we choose to be?

3. The godly will be saved (2 Peter 7-9):

    -the godly should grieve and pray for the ungodly (2 Pet 7-8): Even though Lot was a greedy man before, when he saw the sexual perversion of the Sodomites , they grieved and prayed for them.
    -the godly need to have a righteous heart (2Pet 2:8): even though he lived among the ungodly and saw all the unlawful things happening around him, he did not go along with them. On the contrary, he grieved for their sins. His heart is always directed toward God. That is what we need today, too.
    -the godly shall be saved (2Pet 2:9): the Lord know the end of the unrighteous and the godly. Not only He knows he also will rescue us from trials. All we need to do is to trust and obey God. Let’s seek the Lord and honor him with our lives.
Sharing Questions:

1. What are the signs of false prophets? Why do they have so many followers?

2. Can you share about the differences in the end result of the godly and the ungodly?

3. What lessons can we learn from Noah and Lot?
4. Can you give some specific examples of a godly living?
5. What does “the Lord knows” mean to you in your situation?

Reciting our memory verse ( 2 Peter 2:9 ) with one another

Prayer: Dear Father in heaven, we praise you. You showed us your eternal righteousness and mercy. You desire that we lead a separated and godly life among this fallen generation. Please continue to guide and help us so that we know that you will rescue us from this world. Help us to depend upon you and lead a victorious life in you. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!







