                                         Three Important Things

Scripture: 2 Peter 1:12-21 

Memory verses: Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet's own interpretation. For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21). 

Continued growth is an important theme of 2 Peter. Peter knew that his days on earth were numbered. When he saw the spiritual babies of the church, he was worried they might be easy prey to the roaring lions around them. Therefore, as a loving father figure, he reiterated the importance of spiritual pursuit. So they would be able to overcome in all situations, in this passage of Scripture, Peter mentioned three important things to the sheep entrusted to him by the Lord, his beloved spiritual children.  Let’s read 2 Peter 1:12-21 

1. First and foremost, maintain a close relationship with the Lord 
   (2 Peter 1:12)     

    to:
a. be firmly establish in the truth (2 Pet 1:12). It is not enough to be a Christian; one also must be firmly established in the truth so that he/she can be a well-seasoned soldier for Christ. 
b. to refresh our memory of our love for God (2 Pet 1:13) and be reminded to seize every opportunity to serve and love God. 
c. to fulfill the calling of God on our lives (2 Pet 1;14-15). Peter knew  his days on earth were numbered. He wanted to make sure that these Christians keep the faith and grow strong in the Lord through these important reminders. 
2. Second Important thing: We are eyewitnesses of the Lord
   (2 Peter 1:16-18), 
    therefore we must:
a. maintain a personal relationship with the Lord (2 Pet 1:17-18). Peter reminded the Christians one of his personal experiences with the Lord, the witnessing of the transfiguration of Christ on the mountain. This reminds us of the importance of remembering our personal experiences with the Lord and the importance of ongoing ones. 
b. be bold in our witness for the Lord (2Pet 1:16). Peter spent three and half years with the Lord. Now he bears witness for Him. We are also to bear witness for Jesus and share true life stories with others with assurance and boldness, giving glory to God. 
3. Third important things: We must have a high view of the word of God
    (2 Pet 1:19-20). We therefore:
a. value the word of God above personal experiences (2 Pet 1:19). Even though Peter had so many personal accounts of wonderful experiences with the Lord, he remained very committed to the authority of the prophecy of the Bible. Though our personal experiences with the Lord are important, we are reminded here that we need to submit to the revealed truth of God and let it be the guide of our life. Never put individual experiences above God’s revealed truth. Only his truth is unchanging. That is why we need to devote ourselves to the study of the Word of God. 
b. do not interpret the word of God according to our own will (2 Pet 1:19); Peter reminded us that it is of upmost importance that we carefully interpret the Word of God, rather than according to our preferences or whimsical feelings. We need to submit ourselves to the sovereignty of the Holy Spirit. Many cultic teachings came through wrongful and casual interpretation of the Word of God. Be extra careful how you read and receive guidance from the Word of God. Also, submit to sound teaching and the enlightenment of the Holy Spirit. 
c. submit to the authority of the Bible (2 Pet 1:21). The Bible is the revealed word of God (2Tim 3:16). Its author is the Holy Spirit. It is not of human origin. There is consistency in the record and teaching of the Word of God. Although God used human agents to pen down the records, the content is of the Spirit of God, therefore it has the ultimate authority over our lives. 
Sharing Questions 
1. What are some of the ways you use to remind your friends and family members of the important things they need to remember? Please share. 
2. The last words of a person to his beloved are always very important. What are the things that Peter reminded us of before his death? How relevant are these things to you? 
3. Why do we need to read the Bible? How do you read the Bible now? Do you have any suggestions for others? 
4. How are we to avoid wrongly interpreting the Word of God? 
5. How have you been enlightened recently of the Word of God? What changes did it bring? 

Living the Word: 
1. Recite 2 Peter 1:20-21 to one another. 
2. Prayer: 
Dear Lord Jesus. We praise You. Thank You for saving us from sins and giving us a new birth. You have given us the Spirit of God and the revealed truth of the Bible to enable us to live an abundant life. Please help us with discipline to read Your Word daily and guide us to put Your words into practice. Use us as your witnesses to guide others to know You. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.







