                                        The Secrets of Spiritual Growth

Verses: 2 Peter 1:1-11

Memory verse: Therefore, my brothers, be all the more eager to make your calling and election sure. For if you do these things, you will never fall (2 Peter 1:10).
After comforting and encouraging believers facing persecution from the outside in his first letter, the Apostle Peter continues to strengthen the faith of the believers by warning them of their pride and heretical teachings. He reiterates the importance of doctrinal soundness and purity, which should not be distorted. Believers are not only encouraged to continue to grow in maturity, they are to oppose those teaching false doctrines. 2 Peter is a book that gives guidance in a time of confusion and distortion of truth. We find this to be particularly pertinent to our time. Let’s read 2 Peter 1:1-11
1. Know God and grow in the Lord (2 Pet. 1:1-2)

1) The spiritual growth of Peter (2 Pet. 1:1a).  Peter addresses himself as a servant of Jesus Christ. Even though he is also an apostle, he is willing to be a servant, submitted to the Lord. He was a fisherman who worked for his own needs. Now he sees himself as a servant of God. He has matured as an apostle and the pillar of the church.
2) True spiritual growth comes from true faith (2Pet. 1:1b). Jesus paid a huge price shedding His blood to open the door to the Kingdom of God for you and me. He also gives us an invaluable faith, through which we may enter into the grace of God. Our spiritual maturity depends on knowing God and obeying His will through the Holy Spirit.

3) Experience abundant grace from the Lord (2 Pet. 1:2). When you know God more you can experience more of His grace and peace. This is God’s favor to you. 

2. Why we need to pursue spiritual growth (2Pet. 1:3-4)
1) God has given us everything we need for life and godliness (2Pet. 1:3a). Our un-regenerated life was a life of the first Adam, corrupted and sinful. Today, through the redemption of Jesus Christ, we are given a new life. We must learn to depend upon God so that our lives may continue to grow.
2) Jesus Himself called us (2Pet. 1:3b). The Lord called us from the world so that we can know God and shake away the fetter of sin and the power of darkness. We must lead a life that pleases God.
3) God’s great and precious promises (2Pet. 1:4). Two promises from God: participating in the divine nature of God and escaping the corruption in the world caused by sinful desires. The result of these promises is to make us more like God and to share in His glorious nature.
3. A positive attitude about spiritual pursuit (2 Pet. 1:5-7)
1) Make every effort (2 Pet. 1:5). Since we have been given everything we need regarding life and godliness, including great and precious promises and share in His nature, we must take the initiative to pursue spiritual matters in His grace so that we may enter His Kingdom with abundance.
2) Add one onto another: (2Pet. 1:5-7).  In our spiritual pursuit, we cannot stop at one point and be content. Rather, we must keep pursuing. This is what it means to add one onto another. Paul says “I have but one thing, forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead. I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14). 
4. The character of a mature life (2Pet. 1:5-7)

1) Faith: accepting Christ into your life to receive salvation and the life of Christ. This is the foundation of all character. We must have a genuine faith to begin with.
2) Goodness: the goodness of God manifested in a person’s life
3) Knowledge: Christians must equip their minds with the true knowledge of God so they can have discernment in the midst of the confusions of this world. They must know how to correctly interpret the word of God so they can tell right from wrong in all they see and read. 

4) Self-control: submitting to the guidance of the Holy Spirit and not allowing sinful desires to reign in our lives.
5) Perseverance: Keep our eyes on the Lord so that we can persevere in the middle of sufferings and difficulties. We will not lose the joy of life when we learn to persevere.
6) Godliness: honoring God in all we think and do
7) Brotherly kindness: kindness is the most important character for Christians for loving one another is the mark of a Christian.
8) Love towards all people: This is the nature of God. Love compels us to go out to the world to share with all people the good news of Jesus Christ.
5. The fruit of spiritual maturity (2Pet. 1:8-11)

1) Productive in bearing spiritual fruit (2Pet. 1:8-9). Spiritual growth is a continuous process. The more we know God the more we understand spiritual matters, which results in a fruitful life.

2) Never Fall (2 Pet. 1:10). When a child is small, falling is unavoidable, but as we grow we become steadier in our steps. In order to not fall, we need to keep pursuing spiritual growth.
3) Abundantly entering into the Kingdom of God (2 Pet. 1:11). A Christian should not be satisfied with merely getting saved. We need to keep pursuing growth in our spiritual characters so that we can abundantly enter the Kingdom of God.
Sharing Questions:

1. How did you get to know God in the first place? What is the biggest chance you’ve had after that?
2. How does God draw our attention to Him? How is it different from how the devil allures us? What are the outcomes?
3. What impresses you the most from reading 2 Peter 1:1-11?

4. Of the eight spiritual characters listed in the Scripture, which ones do you have and what are the ones you need to work on? What do you intend to do about them?
Recite the verse of the week, 2 Peter 1:10. Let’s recite it to each other.

Prayer:  Dear Lord Jesus, we praise You. You saved us and You are here to help us grow in spirit. Please help us to become more like You in our walk with You so that we can bear spiritual fruit and lead a life worthy of Your calling. In Jesus’ name we pray, amen.






