	Discussion Topic: “Wind of Breakthrough 2/2: Living out your faith”

Scriptures: Acts 4:22~5:14 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)

Memory Verse: After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly (Acts 4:31, NIV 2010)


Reflection on the Words  

1. Entreating for greater boldness in preaching the Word:  After being released, Apostle John and Peter went back to their own people to tell them what had happened because they valued the connections as one family in Christ for believers.  As members of one family, they must be united as one to face the forces of opposition.  After hearing the narration of the apostles, the people felt with what they had to go through and prayed in one accord to the Lord.  They asked Him to  enable them to speak His word with greater boldness:

(1) Prayed together to the Lord in one accord:  Because they knew that the forces of opposition would not give up so easily and that the only protection and help that the apostles and the disciples had was from the Lord.

(2) Proclaimed the authority of the Lord:  They proclaimed that the authority and the evidence of creation are in the Word of God.  They had also experienced the power and the authority of God.

(3) Proclaiming the Word of God:  Even though enemies will arise to obstruct His work, the Lord bestows the authority of Christ Jesus on His anointed and will break them with rod of iron (Psalm 2).

(4) Entreated the Lord to scrutinize the forces of opposition and to embolden His people to evangelize and testify for Him.

(5) Beseeched the Lord to continue to manifest His presence and turn people to Him.

(6) The Lord was pleased and His response:  The Lord was pleased the prayer of His saints in unity.  He shook their meeting place as a sign in response to their prayer.

(7) The Spirit filled them and enabled them to preach boldly.

Discussion 1: Based on how the disciples had beseeched the Lord to embolden them and how the Lord performed miracle, what area would you entreat the Lord to embolden you for a breakthrough while we are in the middle of God’s wind of opportunity?

2. A committed life of faith (Acts 4:32-37):  The disciples became a closely connected group with love as the basis.  They were committed to the Church and they achieved a realistic life of faith:

(1) Regarding personal possessions:  Everyone had the same mindset.  No one claimed that any of their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had (Acts 4:32).

(2) Attitude of sacrifice:  People were willing to sell their own real estate properties on their own accord and brought the proceeds to the apostles in order to be distributed to those in need (Acts 4:34b).

(3) None were in need:  None were in need because people were willing to donate their money to assist those in need (Acts 4:34-35).

(4) Example:  Barnabas was one of them (Acts 4:36-37).

(5) They continued to testify with great power under the direction of the Spirit.  Their words were filled with power and lead a great multitude to Christ (Acts 4:33).

Discussion 2: What do you think are the most important prerequisites in order to experience breakthrough in a committed life of faith?  Which one do you need to more actively carry out?

3. Manifestation of breakthrough:  Believers living out life of faith, testifying powerfully for God and bringing people to Christ are all great threats to the enemy. God uses church to enlarge the territories. He wasn’t able to use external forces of opposition successfully previously.  Then he used the people to cause disunity.  God, however used it to purify the believers, to impel people to turn to Him, and to let the church experience breakthrough (Acts 5:1-16).

Purification by God (Acts 5:1-10):

(1) Hypocritical sacrifice:  When the believers were living lives of sacrifice, the couple Ananias and Sapphira also sold their property.  However they kept part of the proceeds while pretending to have donated the entire proceeds.

(2) Manifestation of gift:  God gave apostle Peter the ability to have insight into people’s hearts, to discern their lies, and to be able to directly point out their problem.

(3) Testing God and lying to the Spirit:  They had full control over their own property.  They also could have chosen to not donate any of it after sales. However, he said it was the whole proceeds rather than just part of it.  Even though who he tried to deceive were the apostles, the apostles were the representatives of the Lord.

(4) Judgment of God:  Ananias fell down and died immediately after Peter adjudicated him.  When his wife Sapphira came in three hours later, she also tried to deceive the Spirit.  She also died after Peter sentenced her.

Harvesting and Healing:  Although the judgment of God caused the people to fear in joining the apostles, it brought about positive breakthroughs:

(1) The people respected the apostles:  Because the apostles were truly anointed by the Lord to heal, to see into people’s heart, and to sentence people’s sins with the authority given by Him.

(2) Everyone needs the Lord:  Those who heard the Gospel became believers.  All of the sick people that came from towns surrounding Jerusalem were all healed.

Discussion 3: God needs to purify His Church in order to prepare it for revival and breakthrough.  Is there anything in our lives that needs to be dealt with?  Or is there anything impeding His work that needs to be removed?

Our Response

Thank the Lord for encouraging us once again with His words.  He is the only one that we can depend and trust.  Entreat Him to protect us to follow in His footsteps, to testify for Jesus, to share the Gospel, and to obtain the power for breakthrough.

4. Let us beseech Him to give us the fire to share the Gospel and testify for Jesus daily.  Also for those with needs in body, mind, and/or spirit, may His healing come upon them.

