God Gives Grace to the Humble

Text: 1Peter 5:1-6 

1 To the elders among you, I appeal as a fellow elder, a witness of Christ's sufferings and one who also will share in the glory to be revealed: 2 Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as overseers--not because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to be; not greedy for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrusted to you, but being examples to the flock. 4 And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of glory that will never fade away. 5 Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are older. All of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble." 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. 

Memory Verse 6, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.” 

Who is an “elder”? Though the word may give us the impression of a really old man or someone with high social stature, that is not what it means. An elder in the Bible is one who spiritually mature and recognized and ordained by the church for leadership. An elder’s responsibility is to “shepherd the flock of God” according to God’s will and principles. How should the flock treat such a spiritual leader in the church? 

Let’s read today’s passage, 1 Peter 5:1-6 

1. Encouragement to elders 

1). Peter’s model of humility (1 Peter 5:1)

a. Your fellow elder (1Peter 5:1a): Peter was recognized as the leader of the twelve apostles. He appointed many elders in various churches. He could have been called the elder of elders, a person worthy of the highest respect; however, Peter called himself a “fellow elder,” putting himself on the same level as the others, because he knew that all of us are God’s servants. 

b. A witness of Christ's sufferings (1Peter 5:1b): Peter followed Jesus for more than three years. He saw how Jesus suffered for His mission. He was willing to suffer for the sack of the gospel. Willingness to suffer for Christ is the heart of an elder. 

c. Since we know we will share in the glory to be revealed (1Peter 5:1), we still remain hopeful (1Peter 1:3) and take lightly humiliations and sufferings. 

2. The responsibility, attitude and rewards of an elder (1 Peter 5:2-3): 

1). To shepherd the sheep entrusted to us by God (1Peter 5:2a): Shepherding includes providing protection, provision and guidance. An elder must protect his sheep from the harassment of the devil and not allow them to give in to the temptations of the sinful desires and worldly pleasures. An elder also must understand and care about the condition of his sheep and guide them to have a close walk with the Lord. 

2). To know who is the real master of the sheep (1Peter 5:2b): All sheep belong to our Lord Jesus. An elder (leader) is but a steward of God’s family. 

3). To shepherd according to the will of God (1Peter 5:2c): Shepherding is not doing things according to our plan or will but according to God’s will. That means we lead according to biblical principles and submit to the leading of the Holy Spirit to shepherd the flock of God. What attitudes must we have as leaders of God’s flocks? 

a. Be willing: if a person is forced to do certain things, he will not do them well. If we serve God out of reasons other than a willing heart, our service will become a painful duty, which will not have good results. It may not even be remembered. 

b. Be cheerful: We must have a pure motive for serving God. We must not serve for personal gain for this is known to and not acceptable by God. A cheerful heart will help us weather the storms in the course of service and keep us focused on God. Such an attitude can help us keep the fire of service going so that our service will go further and longer. 

c. To be the example of the flock: A Christian example is one that exhibits the life of Christ. This person has a model life and leads by example. This is the most influential and most beautiful type of leadership. Let’s pray for every servant of God to be an example of the flock in prayer life, faith, and love. 

4. The rewards of an elder (1Peter 5:4): People are willing to sacrifice personal pleasures to attain prizes from the world. How much more should the people of God? When we serve God’s people with all faithfulness and willingness, we will receive a glorious eternal reward when our Great Shepherd appears. 

B. Submission among church members (1Peter 5:5-6): 

1. Submit to the elders (1Pet 5:5a): Submission is an expression of humility. Young people are impulsive. Sometimes because of their education, they are full of pride. However, in the spiritual family of God, we need to learn to be humble, submissive and do things according to God’s truth. We not only need to submit to the leadership of the elders, we must respect their authority and honor their integrity. 

2. Submit to one another among brothers and sisters (1Peter 5:5b): Humility is a must for serving God. A proud person will not submit to serving others. Our Lord Jesus put on a towel to wash the feet of His disciples. We also need to model after Christ, to put on the towel of humility to serve others. The Lord will not bless a proud person. He loves and blesses those who are humble. 

3. Be humble before God (1Peter 5:6): When we are willing to be humble before God, lift up our hands in humility and prayer in all earnestness, and submit ourselves to God’s hands, we can experience His promotion in due time. 

Sharing Questions 

1. How do your pastor and cell leaders show their love and shepherding to you? What can you do to respond to their act of love? 

2. In your opinion, what is the most difficult part of shepherding and caring for people? Why? How do we overcome it? What have you learned from Peter’s teaching? 

3. “God opposes those who are proud and gives grace to the humble.” Have you seen this kind of example? How can a person be blessed according to this verse? 

4. How do we need to be humble before God? What good will our humility bring? 

Living out the word of God: 

1. Let's memorize 1 Peter 5:6 and recite it to one another. 

2. Prayer: Dear Lord Jesus. We praise You. Thank You for the example of Peter’s humility. Thank You also for the shepherds You have put among us to care for the flock. Help us to pray for our shepherds so that they can serve You with strength and according to Your will. Please also keep us humble before You so we can serve one another with humility. When we walk in Your truth, we believe we will receive our rewards in the day of Your appearance. Thanks You Lord, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!









