	Discussion Topic: “Wind of revival: signs and wonders”

Verse for Memorization: "And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways."  Acts 3:25-26 NIV


Reflection on the Words  

One of the secrets of church growth discussed last time was awe and reverence of the people.  This is the also the main secret.  After the Spirit descended on the disciples and apostles, Peter received revelation.  He was strengthened by the Spirit to preach message testifying for Jesus.  The Spirit also worked in the hearts of the people and three thousand people joined the disciples that day.  This led to more reverence for the Lord and brought about the change in the spiritual climate for revival and the whole Jerusalem was shaken by the wind of revival.  Man who was lame since birth was healed.  The repentance brought about by Peter’s testimony for Jesus jolted the entire city.  The steps of revival brought about by signs and wonders:  the miracles prepare the hearts of people, testimony led people to know Jesus, revival that brings people to life.

Healing miracle - acts of Lord Jesus (Acts 3:1-9):  3 PM is one of the time slots for the three daily prayers.  Peter and John went to the temple to pray according to their faith.  When the man who was lame since birth begged them, they (1) pitied him hence they stopped and looked at him.  They empathized with the situation he’s in.  They were willing to help him by giving him what he asked.  But they did not have any gold or silver with them.  However, (2) healing his crippled feet is a better way of help.  Hence they asked the beggar to look at them and told him that they did not have the gold and silver he wanted.  The beggar must have been quite disappointed as hope vanished.  But Peter proclaimed to him (3) “In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, walk.”   This was something that the beggar never dared to hope.  However his ankles became strong and he was able to walk and jump and went with them into the temple to praise God.

Reaction of people - wonder and amazement (Acts 3:10-11):  This man who was lame was carried to the temple entrance daily in order to beg.  This had been the case for forty years.  He had already accepted this disability from his birth and did not have any hope for any change.  He only wanted alms to live day to day.  He was at the temple entrance daily and he must have known that Jesus can heal as Jesus was at the temple a few weeks prior.  But he didn’t ask Jesus to heal him.  As Peter healed him in the name of Jesus, not only was he filled with wonder, so were the crowd since they knew him as one who was lame since birth.  Hence they ran toward the beggar and the disciples.

1. Have you ever tried to heal in the name of Jesus or showed mercy to others?  What were the results?

Five great testimonies for Lord Jesus (Acts 3:12-16):  As the crowd stared at them in amazement, Peter preached the second time testifying for Jesus.  (1)  First he turned the eyes of crowd toward Jesus and let them know that it was not them that performed the healing miracles, but rather Lord Jesus Christ.  (2) Lord Jesus Christ is the Son of God and He is holy and righteous.  (3) The crowd sinned and crucified Jesus.  They disowned Lord Jesus and asked Pilate to release a murderer instead.  (4) The Lord Jesus was resurrected and the apostles were able to bear witness because they saw Him with their own eyes and were with Him over 40 day period.  (5) The miracle was through the faith given by Lord Jesus.  The ankles of the lame beggar were immediately strengthen and healed.  And he was able to walk and jump while praising God.

2.  Signs and wonders can prepare hearts of people to accept Jesus.  How did Peter use the miracle to share the Gospel?  Have you ever led people to Christ through testimonies or miracles?  Please share briefly.

These five testimonies brought conviction to the hearts of people and their hearts were filled with guilt.  Even though they might be the ones that chose to crucify Lord Jesus, they were Israelites bearing all the sins as God’s chosen people which could lead them to annihilation warned by Moses.  However God’s grace and love were released through Peter’s sermon to give them hope.

Message leading people to life (Acts 3:18-26):  Peter’s message was full of (1) mercy of God.  Out of their ignorance they crucified Lord Jesus.  God knew that they would have made such choice in the state that they were in just as predicted in Old Testament prophecies. (2) repentance to obtain abundant life.  Their sins separated them from grace of God.  However through repentance they can be reconciled with God to obtain the promised given by God before creation.  (3) Lord Jesus is the prophet that they had long hoped for.  He is the Son of God.  (4) Lord Jesus came to bless people and their descendents.  All sinners just need to turn back from sins and they will be blessed and receive the covenant that He made with the ancestors of Israelites.

3.  God always treat us with grace.  While we were still sinners, He selected us and protected us.  Please share how God has protected you or saved you from sin or how you have experienced His mercy..

Our Response:

Thank the Lord for using signs and wonders as agent of revival to turn people to Him.  In the wind of opportunity, not only do we need to entreat the Lord to give signs and wonders in every aspect of our lives, we also need to entreat the Lord to turn this crooked generation back to Himself so that the people can enjoy the blessings in the Lord with us.  

4. Let us continue to entreat the Lord to send the wind of revival to our cell groups, communities, cities, country, and world so that the world can experience the mercy and love of God and can also be blessed.  Let us show concern for our friends and relatives that have yet to come to the Lord so that they can repent and know the Lord.

5. Verse for memorization: And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ When God raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your wicked ways. (Acts 3:25-26 NIV)

