Use Our Gifts to Serve




Scripture text: 1 Peter 4:1-11

Memory Verses: The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray. Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. (1 Peter 4:7-10)

 “The end of all things is near!” It has been two thousand years since Peter made this statement. Even thought we don’t know when the Lord will return, one thing we do know, is tthat the time is closer than when Peter said it. As true as it was, the statement of Peter depicts our time even clearer, for God will bring all things to an end in his own timing, which is not in our hands. As we face the end times when wars and natural calamities are more and more severe and frequent, the children of God most not shun our responsibility, the call for us to preach the good news of Jesus Christ and make disciples of peoples of the world. To accomplish this, all Christians who are given the gifts of the Holy Spirit must use our gifts to serve both diligently and faithful.

1. the heart of a steward of God (1Pet. 4:1-6)

-the attitude of suffering is our weapon against sin (1Pet 4:1): Christ with his suffering attitude is our good example. Even though he had the power to reject the bitter cup of the cross, he said “not according to my will, but your will be done.” (Matt. 26:39). Because of his suffering attitude, we now can enjoy the fruit of his sacrifice, which is our salvation. Likewise, if we are wiling to obey God’s will with the attitude to suffer, we will be triumphant in our battle with sin.

-A suffering attitude is our power to obey God’s will (1Pet. 4:2-4): Paul tells us that there is a tug of war going on in us between our sinful desires and the Holy Spirit. This is why we cannot always do what we will to do. Our sinful desires fight against our heart to obey God’s will. The key to victory is this suffering attitude. We suffer and not give in to sinful desires because we have our eyes focused on eternity, where our glory and rewards are. 

-the greatest comfort for people who suffer for God’s sake is the righteous judgment of God (1Pet 4:5-6): When we determine to obey God’s will, people may not appreciate that. They may ridicule or attack us. Jesus told us to live as light and salt to the world. But this is not easy. Some may falter and go with the sinful flow of the world. But those who will to suffer know the meaning of  Joseph’s statement “how could I do such a wicked thing and sin against God?” (Gen. 39:9). People may judge us of of their self-righteousness of misunderstanding. They may say words that are not fair or not true about us, but we believe that God is our judge. His timely and eventual judgment will be our greatest comfort. 

2. Be good stewards of God’s gifts and pursue godliness (1Pet 4:7-11):

-Be clear-minded and self-controlled (1Pet 4:7):  The more we know about eternal life, we less we know that things of the world are temporary. Our suffering days on this world are limited. Therefore, let’s pray more earnestly for the fulfillment of the Kingdom of God and control our hearts with the righteousness of God, so that we can bear the fruit of sanctification and bring glory to our God.

-Love one another (1Pet 4:8): the life of the end time Christians is a life of love, not just in our words but in actions and in truth” (1 John 3:18). Love enables us to not focus on how people have wronged us.

Love causes us to accept and forgive others. Love will stop all gossip and accusations. Love will enable us to gently restore a sinning brother (Gal. 6:1). 

-To offer hospitality to others(1Pet 4:9): to open up one’s home to entertain guests is an action of love. Just like people who open up their houses for cell group meetings are doing a act of hospitality. As we receive this act of love, we also need to express our appreciation and make sure that we don’t take it for granted and will help take care of the place. This is how the love of God will continue to flow among us.

-to serve each other (1Pet 4:10): The Holy Spirit gives gifts according to the needs of the church. He is willing to appropriate all gifts to us. But we need to know that gifts are for us to serve others, so that we shouldn’t hide our gifts, We need to exercise them with boldness. In this way, we are being good stewards of God’s blessing to us. A good steward is one who minister on the master’s behalf. As a result, the house of the master (the church) will prosper.

3. Our responsibility as the stewards of God’s blessing is to let God be praised through Jesus Christ in all things we do. (1Pet 4:11). No service is too big or too small that we cannot do. The key of our service with the gifts of the Holy Spirit is faithfulness. We serve God faithfully whatever the gifts are, whether teaching or serving. The end result of our faithful services is the building up of a glorious church so that God may be praised.

Sharing Quesitons

1. Have you ever suffered because you wished to honor and obey Go? What was the driving force?

2. Didn’t Jesus too away our sin on the cross? Why are we still sinning? Is there a way to be set free from ever sinning again? What is the path to holiness?

3.Let’s share some encouraging examples of loving each other.

4. Have you ever entertain someone or opened up your house for meetings? What lessons have you learned through this. What hinders you from opening up your house to serve others?

What is the purpose of God’s gifts to us? How are we to use them? 

Living out the Truth

1. Recite today’s memory verse together (1Pet 4:7-10)

2. a prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for your precious gifts. Please enable us to be your good stewards in your house. We want to serve you faithfully with the gifts you gave us so that you may be glorified all in things. This is our prayer. In Jesus’ name, Amen.










