“Waiting & Welcome the Wind of Opportunity”
Reflection on the Words
Verses of the week:  Acts 1:3~14, 2:1~4.  Please take turn to read these sixteen verses and meditate on them for five minutes.

Powerful Testimony of Resurrection, Acts 1:3a:  In the four Gospels, Lord Jesus told the disciples on numerous occasions that He will be handed over to the sinners, crucified on the cross, and resurrected on the third day.  The disciples heard this but did not believe it completely.  But when the Lord resurrected and manifested to them over 40 days period, they were able to believe in the resurrection of the Lord completely.  This allows them to not only have the evidences but also allows them to be able to stand firm when they gave the testimony for the resurrection of the Lord.  Just as stated in 1 John “what we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands” of Lord Jesus, what John heard, saw and touched was not only the Lord before crucifixion, but also the Lord after the resurrection.

Equipping of the Word, Acts 1:3b:  During the forty days where Lord Jesus manifested to the apostles, He taught them about the Kingdom of God so that they can understand Its meaning more thoroughly in order to be able to explain to people clearly.  The Kingdom of God is where God reigns.  This includes His love, His grace, His salvation, Christ’s second coming, and the realization of His Kingdom.  All of these were demonstrated in the testimonies and sermons of the apostles.

Expanding vision, Acts 1:6-7:  After Lord Jesus had taught about the Kingdom of God, the apostles were still expecting God to do things with their own human expectations.  Like other Jews, they wished that the Israelites can be freed from rule of Rome.  They wanted to be ruled by their own king.  Jesus was their hope as this king according to their narrow-minded understanding of “Messiah.”  However, Jesus is the Messiah of the whole mankind; He is the Savior of the whole world.  He is to bring revival to all people and all nations, including of course Israel.  This will be done at the appointed time according to the plan of the Father.  We will not be able to know this time beforehand before its fulfillment. (Matthews 24:36)

Man often uses his own method to accomplish…

1. Let us be able to see what God will accomplish with His wind of opportunity through expanded vision.  What will God bring about in you, your cell group, and church?  Why?

Faith brings about different action, Acts 1:4~5,14:  After the death of Lord Jesus, the disciples went to Galilee as directed. However while waiting in Galilee, they started to worry for daily matters and went fishing. After the resurrected Lord appeared to them for forty days teaching them about the Kingdom of God, Lord Jesus told disciples to wait in Jerusalem for the baptism of the Spirit promised by the Father. They had to accept, obey, and wait with faith., they no longer worried while they waited.  They waited with a different method—they devoted constantly to prayer in one accord. 

One accord:  Their thoughts and minds were of one accord to pray together for the promise of God.

1. Constant devotion:  They persisted continually in prayer as they were burdened to. 

The coming of the Spirit upon His disciples is something that the Lord had promised.  God is faithful and what He had promised will definitely come to pass.  However God wants us to experience the fulfillment of His will through prayer.

2. The faith of the disciples brought about a different type of action.  What type of action will you have with the wind of opportunity that God is giving us?  Why?

The Spirit gives us power and sends us to be witness for Jesus to the ends of the earth, Acts 1:8:  (1)The power of the Spirit is absolutely essential when we are to give testimony for the Lord because it’s “’Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty” (Zechariah 4:6 NIV).  (2)The principle for spreading the Gospel is to start with the local place as the center and continually to spread outward; from Jerusalem to neighboring Judea and Samaria, and then to the ends of the earth.  Thus when we evangelize, we need to start with family/relatives/friends/coworkers around us first, then to the general public that we do not know, and also the foreign lands that are resistant to the Gospel.

3. Using the method of spreading outward from our local places, let us plan on how to testify for the Lord.

Welcome the coming of the Spirit, Acts 2:1-4:  At the end of the Pentecost, the disciples were all gathered together in one accord.  To their surprise, a startlingly loud sound came from God.  It was so strong that it sounded like a violent wind (Acts 2:1~2).  The Spirit burned like tongues of fire on their heads.  They were thus purified by the Spirit and stirred up to be used by God to talk about the Kingdom of God.  Filled by the Spirit, all of them started to speak in languages that they have not learned before and talked according to what the Spirit has given them.

Our Response:

Thank the Lord for His precious wind of opportunity.  Let us thirst for His Words.  May He gives us the faith to bring out the different type of action.  May we wait and welcome each opportunity with prayer and follow the Lord with real action.  May the Spirit watch over our steps so that we do not deviate from His lead so that each and every one of His promises will be fulfilled each individual, cell groups, and churches.  

5. Let the cell group leader pray for the members that have yet to be baptized by the Spirit.  Also please pray for filling of the Spirit for the members that have already been baptized by the Spirit.  After prayer, members that have been prayed over please share the experience.

6. Verse for memorization: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8 
Supplementary Material:

The author of the Acts of the Apostles is Luke, the very same author as the Gospel of Luke.  The original recipient of both of these books was Theophilus.  The main focus of Gospel of Luke is the life, message and acts of Jesus.  It’s also a testimony for the resurrection of Jesus.  Acts of Apostles on the other hand is a witness record of how the resurrected Lord spreads the Gospel and establishes churches through the Holy Spirit.  Thus some people refer to Acts of Apostles also as the Acts of the Holy Spirit.

Understanding God’s wind of opportunity through Acts will not only allow the Word of God to go deeper into our lives, it will also allow the Spirit to lead us to grab a hold of this wonderful opportunity to soar with Him in this wind to bring about revival, growth, and breakthrough.

1. The baptism of the Spirit is where the believers are immersed in the Spirit to be joined as a member of the body of Christ.  This is different from unity in the Spirit (Ephesians 4:3).

2. The coming of the Spirit upon believers is something extra so that the believers can have the spiritual powers to testify for Him.  The focus is on the task at hand.

3. The indwelling of the Spirit is where the Spirit lives in the believers so that they can be reborn and have spiritual lives.  The focus is on the life.

4. The filling of the Spirit is where the Spirit greatly descends on the believers so that they have the power to do the task or where the Spirit greatly expands inside the believers so that they are filled with characteristics that are associated with spiritual lives.  Speaking in tongues is an outward manifestation of the filling of the Spirit.  However, being filled with the Spirit does not necessarily mean that the individual will speak in tongues.

5. The pouring of the Spirit can be envisioned as pouring anointing oil over the heads of people.  It is where the Lord greatly outpours the Spirit upon believers so that they can accomplish what He has entrusted them.

The Day of Pentecost is referring to the fiftieth day of festival. Starting from the day after the Sabbath in the week of Passover, it spans seven Sabbaths. Thus it is also called the feast of weeks (Exodus 34:22, Deuteronomy 16:10). The day after the seventh Sabbath is the fiftieth day (Leviticus 23:15~16).  This day is also called the Day of the Harvest in the Old Testament (Exodus 23:16). 






