You are God’s Chosen Witnesses
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:8-22

Finally, all of you, live in harmony with one another; be sympathetic, love as brothers, be compassionate and humble. Do not repay evil with evil or insult with insult, but with blessing, because to this you were called so that you may inherit a blessing.(1 Peter 3:8-9)

Let’s Begin

God called us for a glorious purpose, not just to get saved but to lead a victorious life as His witnesses and enjoy his blessing. We are given such grace of salvation and blessing because of His mercy and forgiveness. Therefore, we should learn to treat one another the same way. By sympathetic, loving, compassionate and humble so that we can all enjoy the blessing of God. God reconciled us to himself, and also gave us the ministry of reconciliation. This is the calling of all witnesses, who are called by his grace. 

1. The ways of the witnesses (1 Peter 3:8-12)

- Must keep his tongue from evil and his lips from deceitful speech (1 Pet 3:10): When a person’s tongue does not give out evil and deceitful speech, that means the person’s heart is good. His heart is cleansed by the word of God and his heart is under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Just like what Apostle James said “We all stumble in many ways. If anyone is never at fault in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to keep his whole body in check.” (James 3:2) Because we have the Prince of Peace living in us, we don’t repay evil for evil and insult for insult.
- Must turn from evil and do good (1 Pet 3:11): If we don’t want to be entangled in sin, let’s not get near sin. Don’t give a foothold to the devil. This is the sure way to protect us. As a witness for the Lord, we not only need to turn from evil we also need to do good. Let’s show the virtues of Christ and let them shine before people so that people can be helped.

- Must desire the presence of God (1 Pet 3:12):  Desiring to do good sometimes may seem we are allowing others to take advantage of us. We pay a deceit amount of price for doing good. But the Lord is our true comfort and strength, fore the Lord’s eyes are on the righteous. His ears are attentive to their prayer. The Lord’s presence is the assurance we have to overcome adverse circumstances and to reap the harvest of the Lord’s blessings. God is the key to our success.

2. The attitudes of a witness (1 Pet 3:13-16):

- No fear (1Pet 3:13-14): many may know that God abhors lies and loves honesty, but they may lie because of fear of people or failure. They may know that God detests stealing and deception, but they may compromise and buckle under pressure of people and take unrighteous gain. They may know that we should bear witness for the Lord before people, they deny Christ out of fear of rejection and repression. Don’t you know that any persecution from man only causes us to suffer loss in this life. But be assured by the word of God. The Lord will protect us till the end. Even if we suffer for righteousness, we are blessed. We have the word of God as our guarantee. 
- Honor God (1 Pet 3:15): a witness must hold an attitude that honors Christ as Lord. This is the winning attitude amid changing circumstances. If we do not let Christ be our Lord of our lives, we will be easily deceived by riches, power, fame, pleasures and positions. Just like David said in Psalm 16:4 “The sorrows of those will increase who run after other gods.”
- Be prepared (1 Pet 3:15-16): Whether people are drawn to us out of curiosity of our righteous living or out of a contempt to challenge us, we are to take the opportunity to bear witness for the gospel. With a gentle voice and a fear of God, we answer them. The goal is not to win an argument or to defend our pride but to spread the word of God, so that the hearers can receive the Lord’s blessing. Always keep a clear conscience so that we may be courageous, bearing witness for the truthfulness and validity of our faith.
3. The assurance of a Witness (3:17-22)

- the Will of God (1Pet 3:17): The Lord’s will is that all sinners may come to repentance unto salvation. The Lord’s will is that all those who are his will be his witnesses. God’s will is that all these witnesses will lead a virtuous life in all situations. We live for the glory of God.
- The Suffering Example of Christ (1Pet 3:18-18,22): Christ is the sinless Son of God. He assumed the position as a “son of man” to suffer the punishment for sins of the world. He paid for the wage of sin once and for all. Christ suffered for the redemption of the world, which is precious in God’s eyes. Likewise, today we as believers may suffer for doing good, which is also valuable in God’s eyes. Christ rose from the dead and is enjoying the glory due him. Likewise, we who have the resurrection in us may suffer temporarily for righteousness sake, will enjoy our eternal bliss in the eternal kingdom.
- The help of the Holy Spirit: Noah is respected, but in his time, he was not accepted by his contemporaries. Even so, Noah with the help of the Spirit of God, suffered and preached the word of God for 120 years. At the end, only eight of his household were saved. Even though number of people saved was small compared with the gargantuan effort made, the value of his effort was priceless. From these eight people came the entire human race. Today, we are baptized into Christ and bear witness for the Lord to the world. We are to have a clear conscience before God, submitting to the leading of the Holy Spirit and bear strong witness to this world.

Sharing Questions

1. What kind of words come out of your mouth more often? Positive and encouraging? Or, negative and frustrating. How can we turn our tongues around for the better?

2. how do we overcome the fear of man in us? Did  you or do you have this fear? How do you deal with it?

3. Have you ever suffered for the Lord? Has the Lord given you comfort and strength?

4. Can you share about your changes since you were  baptized? Any changes in your life? What are some of the things you are still working on?

5. Who are some of the unbelievers around us? What can we do about the unbelievers around us? 

Recite today’s memory verse together (1Peter 3:8-9)

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank you for your example as a witness. We are here to surrender ourselves to your will. Please help us to understand your calling to bear witness for you, so that I will not be the only one enjoying your blessing. I pray for those around me to receive the joy of salvation and eternal bliss. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.









