“Live Out a Victorious Life 2”
	Scriptures: 2 Timothy 4:9-22 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 mins
Memory Verse: (2 Timothy 4:17-18)


Reflection on the Words  

In the earlier chapters, Paul charged Timothy to spread the Words and focus on preaching the truth comprehensively and diligently. Paul offered himself to God’s calling. Even though there were sufferings and persecutions, Paul fought the good fight and finished the race according to His will. Paul not only deeply believed that God will give him the crown that was prepared for him, but also he encouraged Timothy that the crown will be given to all people who love Him, keep the faith and long for His appearing.  

Paul was entrusted to build up co-workers in God’s kingdom and he spent lots of effort and energy. He set himself as an example of encouragement for Timothy to depend on God so he could have victories in difficult circumstances. Because of the father-son spiritual relationship, he foresaw that Timothy could be greatly stirred up and elevated spiritually. He did not think of himself until the end of the book and expressed his wish to see Timothy, his aloneness because all co-workers have left him except for Luke, his desire to have co-workers spread the Gospel together, and his need for books, parchment (should be Old Testament) and clothes. 

A. Built up his spiritual son (2 Timothy 4:9&13): 

    Paul wanted to see Timothy in person because he was pleased with his spiritual son and filled with joy knowing that Timothy could carry on what God had entrusted him. Besides, Paul was going to be killed soon and he was afraid to miss the opportunity to meet Timothy for one last time. In jail, Paul needed books and parchment because he valued God’s Word. God’s Word breathed life into him and gave him strength. In treacherous environment, he especially needed to depend on His word to overcome everything. Paul wanted Timothy to also bring him the cloak left with Carpus at Troas for winter was approaching.

B. Built up his fellow workers, some of which were loyal and some of which deserted him (2 Timothy 4:10-12): 

a. Demas deserted Paul (2 Timothy 4:10): Demas was once Paul’s important co-worker. In Colossians 4:14 and Philemon 1:24, Paul sent greetings for Dimas so Dimas did not leave him when he was put to jail for the first time. However, Dimas went through trials again when Paul was put into prison for the second time. Because Dimas loved the things of this life and had left Paul. As stated in 1 John 2:15, “Do not love the world or anything in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.” 

b. Sent fellow workers to church (2 Timothy 10&12): With Paul’s consent to strengthen the church, Crescens had gone to Galatia and Titus, Paul’s natural son, had gone to Dalmatia. Paul also sent Tychicus to Ephesus possibly to take over Timothy’s work in strengthening the local church. This was a good decision because Tychicus was from the Province of Asia and had been to Ephesus (Ephesians 6:21) so Timothy could visit Paul in Rome without worries.

c. Fellow worker Mark (2 Timothy 11): Mark used to be Paul and Barnabas’ fellow worker in ministries (Acts 12:25). Paul and Barnabas parted their ways because of Mark (Acts 15:39). Here Paul said that Mark was beneficial to his works. On one hand, Paul commended that Mark was loyal and trustworthy in spreading the Gospel. On the other hand, it showed that Paul had his heart in preaching the Word even in imprisonment. There is an alternative interpretation that ‘spreading the Gospel’ here actually means ‘serving Paul’. However, Paul’s heart was completely on God’s kingdom. He always meditated on ways to spread the Gospel so he wanted Timothy to bring Mark to him to co-labor in ministries.

Discussion 1: God values people more than service. How did Paul set an example for us? Are you willing to be like Paul to build up other people’s lives? Why?

C. Honestly share the challenges encountered during service (2 Timothy 4:14-16):

a. Paul warned Timothy about Alexander the metalworker (2 Timothy 4:14-15): In Acts 19, a silversmith named Demetrius, gathered other workmen in related trades to seize Paul's traveling companions from Macedonia. Jewish Alexander pretended to help defend them before the crowd. Later when Paul was in Jerusalem, the Jews from the Province of Asia provoked the crowd to arrest Paul and falsely accused him of desecrating the Holy Land. Alexander pretended to be helpful to Paul but in fact he intended to set him up for arrest. Paul was concerned that Alexander would do the same harm to Timothy so he asked Timothy to be on guard against Alexander. Paul believed that the Lord will repay Alexander for what he had done. For it is for God to avenge and He judges with righteousness. Romans 12:19 states,” Do not take revenge, my friends, but leave room for God's wrath, for it is written: ‘It is mine to avenge; I will repay,’ says the Lord.”

b. Asked God not to punish the people who deserted him (2 Timothy 4:16): At Paul’s first defense, no one came to his support that he was only spreading the Gospel not a riot. Everyone was afraid of being implicated so no one came out to testify for him. Leviticus 5:1 states that “If a person sins because he does not speak up when he hears a public charge to testify regarding something he has seen or learned about, he will be held responsible.” But Paul knew of their dilemma, so he asked God to forgive them.

Discussion 2: For people who are hostile to us, how should we treat them with God’s principles?  Do you have a similar experience?

D. Paul’s trust in the Lord being a testimony of faithfulness and victory (2 Timothy 4:17-18):

a. Grasped the timing to spread the Gospel (2 Timothy 4:17): At that time most believers deserted Paul because they were afraid of being implicated. However, the Lord stood at his side (Acts 23:11, Acts 27:23-24) and gave him strength, so that through him the message was fully proclaimed to judges every time Paul defended for himself. Even Agrippa said to Paul, "Do you think that in such a short time you can persuade me to be a Christian?" (Acts 26:28)

b. Delivered from the lion's mouth (2 Timothy 4:17): People against Paul were as cruel and terrible as lions. The Lord saved Paul from being eaten by the lions. He was delivered from the hands of these people and was not sentenced to death immediately so he could be trialed by Caesar.  

c. Rescued from every evil attack (2 Timothy 4:18): The evil attacks that Paul experienced include unreasonable punishment, threatens and trials. He believed that he would always be delivered and rescued by the Lord so he could spread the Word and testify for the Lord before the Roman government. Although the world is full of all sorts of violence and evil, God will bring his faithful servants safely to His heavenly Kingdom. For His faithfulness, Paul gave praises to the Lord from the deepest part of his heart.

Discussion 3: When you face challenges during service, what do you do? How did Paul overcome his challenges in trusting God?

E. Expanded the territory with fellow workers (2 Timothy 4:19-22): 

Apostle Paul built up his co-workers and connected them together so they were able to expand their territory in ministries. Paul always seized the opportunity to build up his fellow worker either through bringing them along in evangelization, sending them to other churches to strengthen the believers, keeping the co-laborers in his prayers (Ephesians 3:14) and thanking God on behalf of them (Philippians 1:4), or greeting and blessing them in writings. Paul met Aquila and his wife Priscilla and they went on missionaries with him (Acts 18:2). Paul sent two of his helpers, Timothy and Erastus, to Macedonia for missions (Acts 19:22). Trophimus, being part of the Ephesians church (Acts 21:29), joined Paul’s third missionary team (Acts 20:4).

Our Response  

Paul underwent so many challenges and persecutions but he never changed or decreased his faithfulness and trust in the Lord even before martyrdom. He was able to arrange and send fellow workers to churches so believers could be strengthened. We should learn from Paul to always keep God and His Kingdom the first priority in our lives no matter the circumstances. We should be faithful to what God has entrusted us, yearn for His Word and depend on God to spread the Gospel.

Discussion 5: Please review your learning from the book of 2 Timothy. Keep the spiritual principles you learned and applied as treasures in your spiritual journey. Feel free to share during the next cell group meeting.






