To Pursue A Blessed Marriage
Scripture: 1 Peter 3:1-7
Memory Verse: 

Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands; husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives, and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers (1 Pet 3:1,7).
Marriage is the most important and intimate human relationship. Often we think that as long as there is romantic love, a marriage will be maintained. “Living happily ever after” seems like the ideal for a couple in love. However, that doesn’t seem to be the picture of most marriages. What went wrong? Why do so many couples who truly were in love with each other end up in divorce? Wasn’t their love for each other real? What is the secret for a blessed marriage? True love comes from God, and if we love God we will obey His commands. Peter in this passage teaches us about the key to a healthy marriage relationship. Let’s read the verses together.

1. How a wife is to treat her husband (1 Peter 3:1-6)

-to submit to the husband’s position as the head of the household (1 Pet 3:1a). Husband and wife are equal in their value before God as human beings, but according to God’s design, a husband and a wife have their respective duties in a household. A wife is to honor the husband as the spiritual head (Eph.5:22-27). A wife is to be the helper for the husband (Gen.2:18). We submit because we fear and honor God; therefore we respect God’s design for the family.

-win the husband over by our respect for them (1Pet 3:1b). A wife may be able to win the unbelieving husband over by being submissive to him out of fear of the Lord. If a husband is an unbeliever and won’t listen to the Word, let him see with his eyes.

-lead a virtuous life (1Pet 3:2-6)

a. virtuous behaviors: to love her husband with total devotion, especially in this corrupt world with all its sinful lusts. A virtuous life is a key to a blessed marriage. The same goes for husbands.

b. to fear God: there are no secrets in the home. Whether a wife fears God or not, it is completely transparent before her husband. If wives are serious about spiritual matters and live accordingly, this life will eventually cause the husband to respect her faith and have a change of heart.

c. to adorn our life with a gentle and quiet spirit: The emphasis here is that a wife should not just focus on her outward appearance and adornments with fine jewelry and clothes, but also pay attention to her inner life with proper deeds (1 Tim 2:9). 
d. Learn from examples of submission; be a daughter of Sarah. Abraham is the father of our faith. Those who follow his examples are called the children of Abraham (Rom 4:12). Sarah on the other hand, submitted to her husband because of her fear of the Lord. If a Christian wife resolves to follow Sarah’s example, she is a daughter of Sarah.

Even if a woman is married to an unbelieving husband, she is not frightened by the threats on her faith. On the contrary, she may be able to win her husband over by her virtuous conduct.

2. How a husband should treat his wife (1 Pet 3:7)

- Husbands should be considerate as they live with their wives (3:7a). Husbands need to treat their wives according to biblical truths. They need to understand and empathize with their wives’ emotional and physical needs and not judge only according to their own ways and reactions.

-treat their wives with respect as the weaker partner (3:7b). Most wives are physically weaker than husbands, so husbands need to be considerate and helpful. If a wife is supported and recognized by her husband, she will feel satisfied and fulfilled. As a result she will be more willing to submit to her husband.

-wives are heirs with husbands of the gracious gift of life (3:7c).  Husband and wife are both loved by God. They live and receive blessings from God as a couple. They are to manage their family for a blessed life together because husband and wife are one.

-respect their wives (1Pet 3:7d). Husbands sometimes fail to respect their wives because they take them for granted at times. If a husband is not respectful of his wife, this could lead to tension in their relationship. There needs to be proper respect between the two so that the relationship may be harmonious and lasting.

3. A God-centered family is a happy family (1Peter 3:7e): If a couple does not live according to God’s principle, their prayer will be hindered. If the relationship is unhealthy, the couple can not enjoy unity. As a result, they accuse each other even in their prayers. Jesus restored broken relationships on the cross. To pursue a happy marriage, the Lord needs to be the Lord of the house. When a couple is willing to obey the Lord’s principles for marriage and pray in unity, the Lord will surely bless the family.
Questions

1. As a husband, how do you wish your wife would treat you? Why?

2. As a wife, how do you wish your husband would treat you? Why?
3. Have you been blessed as a result of submitting to your husband? What makes it hard for you to submit to your husband? What should you as a husband do in order to help your wife submit to you?

4. In what ways have you as a wife felt respected by your husband? How does that make you feel? In what ways do you feel you are not respected? How does that make you feel?

5. What is your secret for managing your marriage? How successful are you?

6. What is your ideal picture for a blessed marriage? How will you achieve it?
Let’s try to memorize today’s verse.
Prayer: 
Dear Lord, thank you for setting the principles for us to follow in order to have a blessed marriage. Please help me to remember Your words. May the Holy Spirit remind me to follow Your teachings to manage my family. Thank You for hearing our prayer. In Jesus’ name, Amen.










