Follow the Footsteps of Christ

Scripture: 1 Peter 2:11-25

Memory Verse: To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you should follow in his steps (2 Peter 2:21 NIV).

Every day we face challenges. Christians are particularly challenged in the area of ethical and moral choices. Whether we like it or not, others hold Christians to higher standards. Peter told the Christians of His time how to face such challenges and live out a true Christian testimony. Let’s learn from today’s scripture verses and follow the steps of Christ.

Let’s read the scripture passage together as a group (1 Peter 2:11-25)

1. To lead a life worthy of our calling (1Peter 2:11-12)

-to abstain from sinful desires (1 Peter 2:11). We need to have a clear sense of who we are on this earth. We are strangers and aliens in the world. Since we must give an account to God one day, we must be careful how we live. As children of God, we are set apart from the world for Him. That is why we are to abstain from sinful desires. Paul says also that “those who belong to Christ, have nailed his body and the sinful desires of the body on the cross” (Galatians 5:24). For the end result of the one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will real eternal life (Galatians 6:8)

-To live good lives among nonbelievers (1 Peter 2:12). Christ experienced all sorts of temptations on earth, yet He did not sin. He led a life worthy of His honorable identity. We who are loved by the Lord also need to vow to live an exemplary good life among unbelieving friends and family members so that they may be drawn to the presence of God through our good deeds. May God be glorified through our good lives.

2. To follow Christ as Christians of the light (1 Peter 2:13:17)

-that we will be good citizens who submit to Christ (1 Peter 2:13-15). Christians not only need to obey church leadership, they also must submit to all systems of man. We may find it easy to submit to church leadership because we recognize the leaders are anointed by God and yet feel uneasy about obeying the rulers of this world who don’t know God. However, the Bible says all authorities are given by God (Rom 13:1). God uses earthly authorities to train us to be submissive. Even in hard circumstances we are to lead a life worthy of Christ’s calling.  As we submit to the authorities of the world we block the mouths of the unenlightened minds and give God the glory.

-submitting to Christ as God’s servant (1 Peter 2:16). True freedom is to submit to the will of God and not get pulled around by our sinful desires. It is the ability to obey and honor God in what we do. Our joy will come as a result of such a freedom from sin.

-Submitting to Christ and showing respect to people (1Peter 2:17). It may be easier for Christians to submit to God and to love other brothers and sisters, but not so easy to show respect to unbelievers. God not only wants us to submit to Him and love one another, He also wants us to learn to respect earthly authorities (1Peter 2:1-2).  Of course the bottom line is that the systems and what are required of us must not go against the truth and will of God. In such situations, we must learn to submit to God and not to people.

3.  To follow Christ to be servants of men (1 Peter 2:18-25)

-to submit to our masters (people in leadership) with the fear of God (1 Peter 2:18). We submit to leaders above us because we fear and honor God. Christians do not wait until others do their part before we decide whether to do our part. It has nothing to do with whether we like the leaders or not, or even if they are good or harsh. Honoring authorities is not about our personal preferences or opinions. It is our Christian duty as long as what they ask us to do is not in direct violation of God’s truth.

-Do good with endurance (1 Peter 2:19-20). When we decide to follow Christ’s footsteps, we should expect to encounter unreasonable opposition just like Christ did. If we suffer because we did wrong, that is simply reaping what we sow. We need to endure such consequences. However, there are times when we do things that are good but yet experience persecutions and hardship. God is pleased when we endure such hardship. Remember, God is pleased with us when trials come as a result of doing good, and your endurance glorifies God. Keep at it and be encouraged!

-to follow Christ’s example of suffering (1Peter 2:21-25)

1) The way of the cross is a path of glory through suffering. The Lord Himself went through it, and we are all called to go through it. As we do so, we are declaring the goodness of the One who called us out of darkness and into light.

2) Do not sin even when in suffering (1Peter 2:22). Christ suffered yet He did not sin. He did not even complain about it.

3) Christ fully trusted in the righteousness of God (1 Peter 2:23). Christ did not fight for Himself but rather prayed for His persecutors. He did so because in His obedience He believed in the faithfulness and righteousness of God.

4) Christ fulfilled His mission (1 Pet 2:24-25). Christ suffered for what He was sent to accomplish. He suffered crucifixion to save sinners and opened the way for salvation. Christians likewise also have a great mission, which is to share this good news with all people so that they may be saved. Glory to God!
Sharing Questions

1. Did you ever have a struggle again your sinful desires? Do you have a success or failure story to share?

2. How do non-believers see Christians?

3.  What is your view of those in authority? Who do you find the hardest to submit to: the police, your boss, your parents, your pastor, your cell group leader? What does the Bible say about it?

4. Did you ever have a conflict with someone in authority? How was it resolved? What does today’s study teach you about it?

5. Share about your experiences both good and bad in following the steps of Christ. What keeps you going, or what has caused you to stop following?

Memorize the verse of this week: 1 Peter 2:21

Prayer: Dear Lord, thank You for Your good example so that I can follow Your footsteps. Sometimes even when we are weak and seem unable to catch up, You have always been there patiently walking alongside us. Dear Lord, thank You for Your loving support. May You keep strengthening us so that we can keep on following You. We desire to be triumphant through the way of Calvary just like You were. May You be glorified in what we do. In Jesus’ name. Amen.










