The Honor of our Christian Identities

Scripture: 1 Peter 2:1-10

Memory Verse:  But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people belonging to God, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light (1 Peter 2:9 NIV).

Every person has several identities. You may be someone’s daughter or son. You may also be the parent of your children. At your workplace you may be a boss or an employee. Whenever you take on a new role, you also receive with it responsibilities and privileges. For instance, if you are a student, you are required to follow the school regulations and you have the privilege to access the resources of the school. Being a Christian is also an identity with privileges and responsibilities. Let’s find out what these are from today’s verses, 1 Peter 2:1-10. 

1. The changing identity of a Christian (1 Peter 2:1-3)

-From our old ways of life (1 Peter 2:1). Before we became believers, we did things for our own benefit. This egocentric approach to life often caused great friction between us and others. Malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy and slander of all kinds were exchanged through our interactions with people. Believers in Jesus who have experienced a second birth through the Holy Spirit  are new creations and  therefore  have the responsibility to rid themselves of the old ways of life. 

-A new craving that comes with a new life (1 Peter 2:2). Babies cry when they crave milk. They also move their arms and legs to express their strong desire to be fed. In our new identity as Christians, we also need to have a new craving for spiritual food in the same way a newborn baby desires milk.

-A newborn needs to keep on growing (1 Peter 2:2-3). In the same way a baby drinks milk, all Christians also need to learn spiritual lessons in order to experience the reality of their faith, which is described as “tasting the goodness of the Lord.” As we grow in the Lord, we continue to refresh our hope in the Lord and we learn to patiently wait for the completion of our redemption (1 Pet 1:5). Let’s progress beyond the milk drinking stage lest we continue to be spiritual babies.

2. The assurance of our Christian Identity (1 Peter 2:4-8)

-The Lord is the living Stone (1 Peter 2:4-5). The Lord was rejected by the Jews, but was chosen by God to be the living Stone. In Christ, we are also chosen by God as precious living stones. This new identity is given to us through Christ Jesus.

-We are also living stones for the Lord (1 Peter 2:5). The Lord is the living Stone and is also the cornerstone of a building. We are also living stones used to build the body of Christ based on the life of Christ. Therefore people need to see in us living testimonies of who Christ is. We are joined together to build a spiritual temple. This represents the joint testimony of the church. We are chosen by God from this world and set aside to be used for building God’s glorious church.

-The Lord is the precious stone (1 Pet 2:6-8). Jesus Christ is God’s chosen precious capstone. We are built on this cornerstone. The Lord is precious to us because He is precious to God and our lives are dependent solely upon Him. The unbelieving world treated the gospel of Christ as foolish (1 Cor. 1:18). As a result they were stumbled by their own “wisdom.” But those of us who are saved and know the truth of Christ, rejoice greatly in the goodness of the Lord because we know how precious He is to us.

3. The privileges of Christians and our unique Mission (1Peter 2:9-10)

-a chosen people: we may have come from different countries and backgrounds, but one thing we all have in common is that we are all chosen by God from among the multitudes. We are chosen for His special purpose, which is to represent Christ on earth and to lead a life pleasing to Him.

-a royal priesthood: a priest is one who goes in between God and men. As royal priests, you and I serve before the King of Kings and intercede on behalf of the world. If we value our priesthood, we don’t put all of our hope in the pursuit of worldly pleasures but rather choose to be close to God and serve Him with our lives.

-a Holy Nation: in the Old Testament time the people of Israel were chosen by God to be His representatives among the nations. In the New Testament days the church is that chosen nation on earth. In other words, you and I are chosen by God to represent Him in this world. That is why we need to live apart from the world and be holy in all we do.

-The people of God: God is our King, we are His people. We are entitled to the abundance of God including His protection, provision and guidance. As God’s people, we need to follow His words and live accordingly so that we may honor Him.

4. A Unique Mission: declaring the praises of God

Before we were believers, we were children of darkness. Now we are the children of light (1 Thess.5:4,5). All because of the Lord’s mercy we are transported from darkness to light which is why we need to spread this good news. Where do we go? Everywhere! Among Christians, we encourage one another to be good witnesses for the Lord. Among non-believers, we use what we say and do to declare the Lord’s goodness. It is not about us, but about who God is and what He has done.

Sharing Questions:

1. What changes have you seen in yourself after you became a Christian? 

2. Read 1 Peter 2:5. What is our relationship with the Lord and with the other members of the body of Christ, the church? How are we to build up this spiritual temple?

3. What do the four different identities as Christians that Peter talked about mean to you?

4. What privileges do you think a citizen of the Kingdom of God has? What are the responsibilities?

Let’s try to memorize today’s verse 1 Peter 2:9

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you so much for choosing me and giving me such privileges as Your child. Please help me to seriously respect these identities so that I can be a worthy living stone in this temple of God. May Your church be glorified through me. I am determined to commit myself to living for You in this body of Christ and protecting the church’s reputation for Your names’ sake. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!










