Hold Fast to the Truth and Stand Firm 2
	Discussion Topic: “Hold fast to the Truth and stand firm 2”

Scriptures: 2 Timothy 3:10-17 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)


Reflection on the Words  

In the first half, Paul taught Timothy on recognizing perils wisely, avoiding people with only forms of godliness, and descrying their actions.  He used the example in Exodus of the two sorcerers impeding God to illustrate that those opposing the Truth will be abandoned eventually as their ignorance is revealed.

Paul’s exhortations (2 Timothy 3:10a):  Paul’s exhortations came directly from the revelations of Jesus Christ (Galatians 1:12) and are in full accordance with the will of God.  What he taught in detail for the benefit of the people listening to him is also what Timothy had heard and followed.

Paul’s life and goal (2 Timothy 3:10b):  Paul’s life and conduct did not contravene what he taught.  Forgetting what is behind, he pressed on toward the goal—the calling from Jesus Christ to spread the Gospel and to edify the believers so that they can follow God.  These are contrary to what regular people pursue.

Paul’s faith, patience, love, and endurance (2 Timothy 3:10c):  In the area of faith, Paul trusted God as he spread the Gospel.  This allowed him not only to be “hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair” (2 Corinthians 4:8 NIV), but also to be delivered from persecutions and hardships as he relied on God.  Because of his faith in God, he was able to show patience and love with people.  For example, he refused to partner up with Mark on evangelization in Acts.  But in Philemon, he indicated that he was co-working with Mark. (Acts 15:38, Philemon 1:24) Facing persecutions and hardships in difficult circumstances, he was able to persevere to the end and to carry on with the calling of God in evangelization and edification of believers and church.

Persecutions faced by Paul (2 Timothy 3:11):  Paul faced many persecutions and hardships.  For example, at Lystra, the Jews from Antioch and Iconium incited the crowd to stone Paul until they thought that he was dead. (Acts 14:19)  Paul was not vanquished by these incidents because the Lord delivered him from the midst of the persecutions and hardships.

1. Paul is a role model for many believers.  What do you admire the most about him and why?

Encouragement, warning, consolation (2 Timothy 3:12-13):  Paul used himself as an example to encourage Timothy.  He encouraged Timothy not to  be corrupted by those with only forms of godliness but to make the commitment of living a holy life that is godly on both the inside and outside.  Even though Timothy might face hardships and persecutions like him, Paul advised him to continue to hold fast to the Truth because the evil people and the imposters will be ensnared in what they have sown.  Likes attract, the evil people and imposters will gather together to deceive one another and to do evil without limits.  However, they will eventually reap what they sow.  Hence Paul once again advised Timothy to be vigilant about holding fast to the Truth and not to be like them nor to fear them because godliness and ungodliness are not compatible.

Keep in mind what you have learned and you believe (2 Timothy 3:14):  The discouragement of Timothy in midst of difficulties and perilous circumstances and his inability to serve effectively according to his gifts is mentioned in Chapter 1.  With the martyrdom of his spiritual father Paul upcoming, losing the courage to hold fast to the Truth and to complete what God has entrusted him to do was a real possibility for Timothy.  Only when he held fast to the Truth would he be able to stand firm to depend on God to overcome the dangers and environment he faced in order to complete what God has called him to do.  Thus Paul wanted him to always keep in mind of the lessons that he had learned from Paul.  He also must learn to obtain faith from the Word of God like Paul.  Even when faced with persecution, hardships and dangers, he must patiently endure and persevere until the end.

2.  Have you been persecuted because you have made a commitment to live a holy life?  How did you overcome?  What are your thoughts about the exhortations given to Timothy by Paul?

Timothy’s salvation (2 Timothy 3:15):  Since childhood, Timothy had learned about the Scripture from his mother and grandmother.  He had learned about God, the Creation, the fall and sin of mankind, and salvation plan of God.  From this foundation in his childhood, he became a believer in Jesus Christ and got saved when he grew up.  The Word of God also became the guidance and strength in his life so that he can face all sorts of difficulties with wisdom.

The origin of the Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16a):  The entire Bible is from God.  It was written by over 40 saints through the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and is completely inerrant.

The purpose of the Scripture (2 Timothy 3:16b-17):  (1) Teaching and rebuking:  The purpose here is to make sure that our faith is build on the correct foundation.  We need to study the Scripture in order to know what’s the Truth and what are heresies.  (2) Correcting and training in righteousness:  The purpose here is to make sure we have the correct knowledge in order to be on the right path so that our lives have Christ-like beauty.  (3) Thoroughly equipped for every good work:  The Scripture can fully equip us to have the faith and strength to obey the Word of God.  This way our lives can be changed for real to become noble vessels of God.  We will be able to carry out what is pleasing to Him and what He has entrusted us.

3.  Please share how you became a believer.  What types of help has the Word of God given you?

Our Response:

The Word of God is a lamp to our feet and a light to our paths.  Entreat the Lord to help us to delight in His words and to receive His teachings daily before Him so that we can have wisdom.  Also entreat Him to give us the strength and faith to be able to hold fast to the Truth and give testimony for His name in this crooked and depraved generation.  May He also gives us hearts that love souls so that we can walk into the crowds to spread the Gospel even in midst of difficulties.

4. Let us encourage one another to hold fast to the Truth and to testify for His name.  Also let’s pray for unbelieving family members, friends, and coworkers.  Invite them to come amongst us to read the Word of God to have the wisdom of salvation.  Please also pray for church’s Mission Month.  May God release His words to drive us so that everyone will be involved with evangelization.

5. Verse for memorization: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 2 Timothy 16-17 NIV










