Hold Fast to the Truth and Stand Firm 1
	Discussion Topic: “Hold fast to the Truth and stand firm 1”
Scriptures: 2 Timothy 3:1-9 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)


Reflection on the Words  

2 Timothy 3:1-4:  Through salvation, we have become the children, soldiers, workers, and vessels of God.  We are to live holy lives according to the Word of God, to spread the Gospel to bring people to the Lord, and to build up the believers to follow the Lord.  However, we will be faced with treacherous worldly hardships obstructing us as we evangelize.  These hardships will strip away our commitments on following God.  Only when we hold fast to the Word of God will we be able to stand firm in the midst of these hardships. 

Originating from depravity of the hearts of people and the plummeting of moral standards, these hardships will result in all sorts of sins and dangers.  (Please see the supplementary materials sections for explanations of various dangers).  It will be difficult even for the regular people to counteract to them.  How much more it will be for us who must hold fast to the Word of God and cowork with the Lord in evangelization!

1.  What dangers of the last days are already present?

The more hazardous the circumstance we encounter, the more we need to depend on God and the more we need to follow the Word of God to deal with the situation with wisdom:

A.  Avoid the people with only form of godliness (2 Timothy 5-6a): We not only have to do what is pleasing to God, we also have to avoid the people with only forms of godliness so that we are not corrupted by them.  These people act godly on the outside but do not have the reverence for the Lord on the inside.  If we follow or mingle with them, gradually we will be tempted and affected.  Our will to follow the Lord will be ensnared and we will end up with godly outer appearance but sinning against God and distant from Him in the heart.  This is especially problematic for weak-willed people.

2.  What kinds of things can affect and cause you to become someone that is only godly on the outside?  How should you stop this?

B.  The behavior of the people with only forms of godliness (2 Timothy 3:6-7):  (1) These people worm their way into the house of God and ensnare those that lack the ability to discern spiritually.  The weak-willed women are used here as an example.  (2) Lacking the ability to discern spiritually, these people are godly on the outside but comply with own lust on the inside and sins in secret.  (3) Because the lust for sin is still inside, these people often listen to sermons and learn, but they do not have the spiritual understanding to take in and discern nor do they have the faith to do what they have heard.  Hence they only have the form of godliness without the actual godliness.

3.  What are the behaviors of the people with only forms of godliness that we need to watch out for?  Why can’t they understand the Truth?

C.  The example of Jannes and Jambres opposing Moses (2 Timothy 3:8-9):  The book of Exodus tells us of how the sorcerers opposed Moses when he asked the Pharaoh to let Israelites the people of God leave Egypt to worship the Lord.  Moses relied on the power of God to perform miracles to testify for God.  The sorcerers were able to perform same effects with their secret arts but covered the truth.  Hence the heart of Pharaoh was harden and would not the Israelites leave to serve God until the sorcerers were not able to reproduce the gnats.  Paul mentioned here specifically two sorcerers Jannes and Jambres.  People were able to uncovered the counterfeit nature of their sorcery acts and abandon them.  In the same way, all of the people that use specious theories to oppose the Word of God will eventually be abandoned and differentiated.

4.  How can you discern if a person or theory is opposed to God.  Please give examples

Our Response:

Entreat the Lord to guard us so that we can hold fast to the Word of God and live holy lives in this dark and dangerous generation.  May He also lead us not into temptations but deliver us from the evil ones.  At the same time, we also intercede for this generation so that His salvation may be upon the people in the midst of darkness and hopelessness, deliver them from perils so that they can be turned to the Lord and become His disciples.

5. Let us continue to pray for Gospel activities of the cell group so that they can be implemented.

6. Verse for memorization: “But mark this: There will be terrible times in the last days.” – 2 Timothy 3:1 NIV

Supplemental Material:

1. Egocentric:  Egocentric person loves only his/herself.  This self-centeredness destroys his/her relationship with God and other people.  He/she is unable to love and obey God nor is he/she able to love and help others, much less sharing the Gospel.  But God wants us to “look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others” (Philippians 2:4 NIV).

2. Love of money:  1 Timothy 6:10 tells us that “the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many grieves.”  Judas betrayed Jesus for 30 silver coins but he had a tragic ending.  Jesus said “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money.” ( Matthews 6:24 NIV)
3. Boastful and proud:  Boastful and proud are often linked together.  Those who are boastful think they know everything and brag about themselves in front of others.  Furthermore, the proud ones believe that they are better than others, even to the degree where they consider none can be their equal.  The Scripture tells us that “Let him who boasts boast in the Lord.”  The grace of Jesus Christ is what the Christians should boast about. “For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you.” (Romans 12:3 NIV)
4. Disobedient to parents, ungrateful, without love: The people that are disobedient to parents are those who do not honor their parents and do not submit to their parents’ discipline.  They misinterpret the meaning of freedom and love.  They believe that disobedience to the discipline of parents is freedom and may even abandon elderly parents.  They exemplify ungratefulness.  Since they cannot be grateful even to the kindness of their own parents, they of course will not be grateful to the kindness of others nor the salvation of Jesus.  God requires us to honor our parents numerous times in the Old Testament (e.g. Exodus 20:12, Leviticus 19:3, … etc.)
5. Without self-control, unholy, not lovers of the good:  These people are unable to control their own behavior for doing good.  Their hearts are filled with sinful depraved thoughts.  They may actively sin against God in their lives.  They avoid the good things that are pleasing to God and instead associate themselves with sinful matters or people.  Just as Jesus said, “Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness instead of light because their deeds were evil.  Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.” (John 3:19-20 NIV)
6. Slanderous and brutal:  These people like to slander to elevate themselves.  They may even slander against one another and make false accusations to obtain discreditable information.  They do not remember their own faults nor obligations.  They have no compassion for people and they gloat over those that have made mistakes or have fallen.
7. Rash:  People of the world are becoming more capricious and less moral.  They are less and less likely to obey the law and prefer to do whatever they want without any regards to the consequences.
8. Conceited:  These often get carried away with their self-importance and see only their own importance.  If a person cannot control his/herself, he/she will become enslaved to his/her habits/desires.  We must learn the example of gentle humility of Jesus.
9. Treacherous:  Treasonous and rebellious, e.g. Judas that betrayed Jesus
10. Lovers of pleasures rather than lovers of God:  Love sensual pleasures but do not love God










