                                  An Inexpressible and Glorious Joy
1 Peter 1:1-12

Memory verse: Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy. 1 Peter 1:8

About this passage:

When apostle Peter wrote this letter in Rome, the Christians were under a severe persecution under Nero, the Roman emperor. Many were facing grave danger even death. Peter suffered a martyr’s death soon after he wrote the letter. Although he went through this terrible ordeal, he still had “an inexpressible and glorious joy” and encouraged believers in the generations to come to rejoice for the same. Because of such a joy, he was able to bravely face the challenges of his time and triumphed in the face of hardship.
Let’s read 1 Peter 1:1-12

1. the identity of a Christian (1 Peter 1:1-2)
-Chosen by God (1 Pet 1:2) God before the creation has chosen us to be his children. He saved us through his son Jesus Christ, gave us rebirth through the Holy Spirit, and helped us to lead a sanctified life. As a result, we are able to live as children of God on this earth. We are preparing ourselves for that eventual reunification of the saints in heaven.
-We are sojourners on earth (1 Pet 1:1) God’s people are not satisfied by the things of this world. The same is more true for unbelievers. Our time on this earth is limited like a sojourner. God’s children know that we have a more beautiful and eternal home in the heavenly realm, so that we will not put our hope on this place of temporary residence, which is short and soon to pass.
-Sanctified by the Holy Spirit (1 Pet 1:2) God’s people were cleansed by the blood of Christ and set aside from the world for the Lord. The Holy Spirit moves wonderfully in us causing us to be humble and to submit ourselves to the Lordship of Jesus. We are able to experience the grace and peace of the Lord.
2. An inexpressible and glorious hope (1Pet 1:3-5)

-this hope comes from the resurrection of Jesus Christ (1 Pet 1:3): the Lord’s resurrection brought about a great power and authority, which break even the shackles of death and set us free. The resurrection of Christ also proves that every single word of the Lord is true and trustworthy. Even though our days are tough, we remain to have an active kind of hope, which is based on the resurrection of Jesus.
-This hope includes our inheritance in heaven (1 Peter 1:4)

a. which will never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you: everything on this world is perishable but our inheritance in heaven will never change, because God himself is that inheritance (Eph. 1:11), which you can enjoy even now. If we are willing to submit to his Lordship and his guidance, you will be more like him.
b. it is kept in heaven for you: when we truly put our faith in the Lord, this heavenly inheritance becomes yours. Nothing will take that away. Let’s receive it by faith and keep this hope in us. 
-this hope also includes our total redemption (1 Pet 1:5) this total redemption will be complete when we receive our bodily redemption (Rom 8:23). Indeed when we believed we were saved, however we remain living in this world which brings us groaning and sighing. Our hope is when the last trumpet sounds we will receive our total redemption!
3. What our Hope will bring to our life today (1 Pet 1:6-9)

-great joy (1Pet 1:6) we worry because we don’t know what lies ahead of us. But a person of God is full of joy because of his/her hope.

-temporary sorrow (1 Pet 1:6) like the people of the world, Christians also experiences sorrows. The difference is we know who holds tomorrow. God is seated on his throne even amid great tempest. Just like what Paul says, “ I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in us.”
-a faith that is more precious than gold (1 Pet 1:7) our joy is based on this glorious hope we have in Christ. Receive it by faith. Not by sight, only by faith.
-praises, glory and honor when the Lord appears (1 Pet 1:7): when our faith is lived through such a glorious and inexpressible joy, we will be the Lord’s witnesses. When the Lord returns, we will all receive his rewards.
-Receiving the salvation of our souls (1 Pet 1:8-9) This salvation was studied upon by prophets. Having received the revelation by the Holy Spirit, they prophecied about it. Even the angels were intrigued by it and wanted to learn about it. We are the benefactors of this salvation. How precious our salvation is!
Sharing Questions

1. Can you share what you know about Peter? What contributed to his incredible change? What did you learn from his life?

2. How do Christians suffer hardship and setbacks? How would you share about the Lord’s love if they seem to have a better life than yours?
3. What differences are there between a Christian and a non-believer in Christ when they encountered challenges from life? Do you have some examples to share?
4. As a Christian, what is your greatest hope? Why? How are you applying this hope you have in life?
5. Are you troubled by something recently? Can you share with us? We can ask the cell group leader to pray over your situation and ask the Lord to give you wisdom and faith to face the challenge.
Living out the word of God

1. Try to memorize 1 Peter 1:8 and recite it to one another.

2. prayer: Dear Aba Father, thank you for your love. Because of your mercy, we are saved through the sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Today we have this glorious hope for our heavenly inheritance. May you help us learn how to trust in you daily and live our days with such hope and the joy of your presence. Thank you for hearing our prayers. In Jesus’ name. Amen.









