Crisis Means Opportunity

Memory Verse: Therefore, do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own. Matt. 6:34
“Oh, No, now what do I do?!”
Mark served at the research department of a foods company for three years. His family had a comfortable house,and the working environment was great. He had a PhD in Food Nutritional Science. He was able to put what he learned in practice. Every Saturday, Mark would spend time leading church youth group. Life was fulfilling and full of blessings.

As the economic downturn hit, his company withstood the punch initially. But one day, the HR department, all of a sudden, received the instruction that the entire R&D department will be disband. Every employee to be laid off was given a six months severance. When Mark received the news, he took it OK on the surface, but in his heart, March began to worry about the heavy mortgage.” What could I do?”, Mark worried, “What would happen next? Will I lose all that I have now?”
When pastor heard about it, he prayed with Mark because what Mark needed was not just friendly comfort, but faith, the faith to face the future. Pastor read Exodus 14:10-13 to Mark. The scripture recorded that when Moses took the Israelites to the side of the Red Sea and camped there, Pharaoh changed his mind and led his army in hot pursuit of the Israelites. When the people of God were caught between the army of Egypt and the Red Sea, they complained to Moses, “didn’t we have land for graves in Egypt that you should lead us to die here?” Moses knew this was a big crisis, but it could also be the chance for people to see the glory of God. Moses proclaimed by faith saying“ Don’t be afraid. Stand firm and you will see the deliverance the Lord will bring you today.” (Ex.14:13) Mark, the pastor told him, Crisis means opportunity. God pushed you out of your comfortable job, but by his grace, you can turn this around and make it a blessing!” After that prayer, Mark continued to serve among the youth. A year later, Mark started his own foods company. He was successful in winning contracts with major restaurants, supermarkets, franchises, and his business boomed ever since.  Mark experienced the turning of the tide when he held on to his faith. Mark’s faith is tested sincere. 
Question 1: did you ever heard of or been in similar situation like Mark’s? Please share.
2. Crisis is danger plus opportunity:

1. being misunderstood is an opportunity…for people to know your character

2. having failed is an opportunity.. To avoid past mistakes and move towards success.

3. Personal flaw or weakness is an opportunity. So that we can focus on what we are good at.

4. Financial difficulty is an opportunity..for us to pursue spiritual wealth.

5. Losing a job is an opportunity. so that we can try to start a new career.

Question 2: When our children act up and become disobedient to parents, what opportunity is there for them? Share your thoughts.
Question 3: Isn’t treating a crisis as an opportunity being naïve and self-cheating? Or is it really is a right attitude about life?

3, What would you do or think when you are?

A. dumped by your boy/girl friend

______________________________________
B. When I am financial in a tight spot.

______________________________________

C. When I am gotten sick.

______________________________________

D. When I fail in my examination.

______________________________________
Listen to the Scriptures: Luke 6:20-23 (New International Version)
 20Looking at his disciples, he said: 
   "Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 21Blessed are you who hunger now, for you will be satisfied. 
   Blessed are you who weep now,  for you will laugh. 
22Blessed are you when men hate you, when they exclude you and insult you and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man. 

 23"Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, because great is your reward in heaven. For that is how their fathers treated the prophets.
Question 4: What are the four blessings Jesus talked about? Why is that so?

Responses:

1. Lets’ try to memorize the Verse for this week once again.
Prayer: Dear Loving God, thank you for leading us in triumphant procession amid every crisis in life.  Sometime we could not understand your good pleasure when we encounter troubles, so that we began to complain. Lord, please teach us to have faith in you and choose to react to our problems in godly ways so that we can experience your turning the tide around for us. Thank you for your unfailing love and mercy. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Remember our Sunday Education class “Foundations of Faith” has just started. Please join us after Sunday service. 

Location: Church Basement

Time: 11;30-12:30
