Be a Workman Who Is Not Ashamed Before Him
	Discussion Topic: “Be a Workman Who Is Not Ashamed Before Him”

Scriptures: 2 Timothy 2: 14-19 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)

Memory Verse: Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness." (2 Tim 2:19)


Reflection on the Words  

Apostle Paul’s teaching for Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:9 says that, “For the Gospel I am suffering even to the point of being chained like a criminal. But God’s word is not chained.” In year 2001, it was estimated there were 2.1 billion Christians. This number proved that God’s word is faithful. In an era lacking justice and righteousness, we as God’s children must rise to be God’s workmen. Through our testimony for the Lord in every area of life, people will return to Him. Here Paul is teaching Timothy how to be a workman approved by God.  

Do not quarrel about words (2 Tim 2:14): When we quarrel about words, we ourselves might be stumbled because we start to have doubts about God. We might even cause other believers and non-believers around us to stumble because we instill doubts in their minds. God’s word is the foundation of faith.  Let His word fill our minds and thoughts such that our faith can be increased, we can be after His own heart in treating others, and we can be His walking testimonies. Ezekiel 11:9-20 mentioned that God gave people of Israel a heart of flesh so they would follow His decrees and be careful to keep His laws. Today, God also gave us an undivided heart and a heart of flesh so we can abide by His word, be His light and salt, and spread His glorious name. 

Discussion Question 1: What are the bible verses that remind us not to quarrel about words? How do we practice it?

Be a workman who is pleasing to God and not ashamed before Him (2 Tim 2:15): We are God’s children and stewards of all things in His household. We are not after service itself, but aiming to be a workman who is not ashamed before Him. How do you define a workman who need not be ashamed before God?

· To God: we need to connect with Jesus Christ in His love. Through the guidance of the Holy Spirit, we can understand His word, receive His wisdom and increase our faith.

· To ourselves: we need to be rooted in His word; it is not sufficient to only have knowledge of word, but to practice His word in both worldly and spiritual matters. As mentioned in Psalm 1:2-3, we want to be delighted in memorizing and meditating His word. We want to be like a tree planted by streams of water which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  

· To others: we need to correctly handle the word of truth. It is not favor from people that we are after, but from God. Thus, we need to be sincere and honest in interpreting His word without adding our own thoughts so people will not be mislead in their pursuit of God.  

Discussion Question 2: Which of the above three areas do you need to pursue fervently? Why? Let us encourage and inspire each other to become a workman who is pleasing to God and not ashamed before Him.

Avoid godless chatter (2 Tim 2:16-18): Godless chatter is referring to the worldly knowledge that is against God’s word. This type of worldly knowledge not only ruins our faith, but also promotes sins. People who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly and their teaching will spread like gangrene to further damage the social ethics. Just like Hymenaeus and Philetus that Paul mentioned, they said that the resurrection has already take place and destroyed the faith of some people.

Discussion Question 3: How do we avoid godless chatter? How do we guide our spiritual or natural children away from it? For people who are single or not yet parents, how do you keep your friends or colleagues away from it?

Jesus is our solid foundation and the Holy Spirit is our seal (2 Tim 2:19): Godless chatter can only lead people who do not belong to Him astray. People who abide by Him stands firm in His solid foundation and are sealed by the Holy Spirit. People who are moved by the Holy Spirit call Jesus Christ their Lord. No one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit. (1 Corinthians 12:3) When Paul first met Jesus at Damascus, he called Him Lord even not knowing who Jesus was. Paul spoke by the Spirit of God. Like Paul, as we call Jesus Christ our Lord and received His saving grace, we should stay away from things that will make us fall short of His glory.

Discussion Question 4: Let us come before God together to ask Him review our hearts and thoughts. Let us repent before Him for our inner sins or sinful behaviors.

Our response: Let us pray for ourselves to become a workman who is pleasing to God and not ashamed before Him. Let us stay away from godless chatter and focus our eyes on Jesus Christ. Let us study His word, pray, and follow Holy Spirit’s guidance, so we can receive supernatural wisdom and be far from unrighteousness. Let us follow our Lord closely and live out a life full of His glory so people will know that we belong to Him. Because of our testimonies, people are drawn to God and return to Him.
Backup Material:

God’s armies are victorious because we have a victorious commander, Jesus Christ. As God’s armies, we face all types of challenges and difficulties and need to be equipped with the following qualities:

· Be courageous in suffering for the Lord.

· Be focused on what God has entrusted us and not distracted by things outside our callings.

· Live out the truth just as contestants living a disciplined life.

· Be diligent in gaining spiritual food and sowing spiritual seeds.

· Fear the Lord and meditate His word.

· Remember that Jesus is the center of Gospel and glorious king.

· Know the truth that God’s word is not chained.

· Endure, live with the Lord and die with the Lord.

· Know that God is righteous and faithful. Even if we are faithless, he will remain faithful. However, if we disown Him, He will disown us.

Since early churches, the Gospel has been widely spread. As mentioned in Acts chapter 2, the apostles were filled by the Holy Spirit on the day of Pentecost. After that, Peter and the rest of the apostles testified for Jesus that He was the Messiah from the Old Testament. When people heard the truth and were cut to the heart, they asked Peter and apostles what to do. Peter responded, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Those who accepted his message were baptized and about three thousand were added to their number that day. From the day of Pentecost to the year of 2001, God’s word and the work of the Holy Spirit have brought 2.1 billion of people to receive Jesus Christ. Being God’s workmen, we need to continuously study His word and live out His word in our daily lives as well as service. When we face godless chatter, here is what we should do:
· Do not quarrel about words so we will not stumble ourselves or cause others to stumble in their faith for the Lord.

· Be familiar with God’s word so we can bear good fruits, be pleasing to the Lord and become approved workmen who will not be ashamed before Him.

· Stay away from godless chatter and false truth so we will not be exposed to unrighteous matters.

· Stay away from unrighteous maters. Jesus Christ is our Lord and our solid foundation. The Holy Spirit is our seal. We have to acknowledge our sins, repent and run away from sins.










