Be a Good Soldier of Jesus Christ and Preach God’s Word 2
	Discussion Topic: “Be a Good Soldier of Jesus Christ and Preach God’s Word 2”

Scriptures: 2 Timothy 2: 8-13 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)


Reflection on the Words  

The soldiers of the Kingdom of God become victorious soldiers as they follow their victorious leader Jesus Christ.  All sorts of difficulties and challenges are faced by them and they must have certain qualities:

· Have the courage to move forward and suffer for the Lord

· Be single-mindedness on doing what God has entrusted them to do without losing focus

· Be walking in Truth like a competitive athlete with a disciplined life

· Be diligent for spiritual food and seed like a farmer cultivating

· Have the reverence for God and meditating on His Word for wisdom

These qualities can be improved through discipline.  However, something else is still needed for victory.  The secret to the success of soldiers in the Kingdom of God is to bear Jesus in mind.
Bearing Jesus in mind:  In order to do this, we must know Him: His identity, His status, what He did, and His relationship to us.  Due to time and space constraint, we will do this succinctly by looking at 2 Timothy 2:8.

1. Jesus is the only begotten Son of God.  He is 100% God.  But because of God’s salvation plan for us, He was willing to descend and to become human in order to die on the cross for our sins.

2. Just God had promised, Jesus was born as a descendent of David.  He was 100% human--able to feel and understand our weakness and the struggles in our heart.  And because He was perfect and sinless as a human, He can be our role model.

3. Resurrected from death, He has the power of resurrection to testify His divinity.  He is the God who was, who is, and who is to come.  He is still alive right now.

4. He used His own life to be the ransom to save us from sin and darkness so that we can be reconciled with God and become God’s people.

5. He is the glorious King and our role model.  His life from birth as a descendent of David till His resurrection represents how the suffering of Christ leads to His glorification.  It is a model of suffering leading to glorification.

1.  If you are going to tell people about Jesus, which area would you share and why? 

The Word of God is not chained:  When Paul knew about his coming martyrdom, he was able to rise above his imprisonment as he kept the Lord in mind.  He also knew that the Word of God will not be stopped due to persecution or imprisonment.  Since the beginning, Christianity has suffered countless persecutions.  When the more the early churches in the book of Acts suffered under persecution, the more widely the Gospel spread.  It is estimated currently about 20,000 people come to Christ each day globally.  In China, approximately 1 million people come to Christ each month.  In Latin America, it is estimated about 1 million people come to Christ every six months.  It is believed that Africa soon will have over 50% of the population believing in Christ.

2.  Knowing that the Word of God is not chained, how do we share the Gospel in our daily lives?  Please give examples.

Following the example of Jesus:  Jesus suffered in order to bring the Gospel of salvation to the world.  In similar fashion, the Lord was able to use the sufferings of Paul to bring more people to the joy of salvation through faith in Jesus.  Hence even when Paul was in a very difficult circumstance, he was still able to endure.  And not only just enduring, but rather enduring all things (2 Timothy 2:10).

3.  Please share and give examples of how you follow the example of Jesus so that others can be saved.

Sharing the glory with the Lord:  Believers will share the glory and will reign together with Him.  But before we can share the glory with Him, we need:

1. Live with the Lord and die to self.  This way, we will be able to disparage and endure the sufferings.  We will no longer be under the control of sin and will be able to experience and to cherish living together with Him (2 Timothy 2:11)

2. Endure together with the Lord.  We must continue to endure and to be faith in the Great Comission that the Lord has entrusted to us—making disciples of all nations, teaching and edifying them so that they can be entrusted with the Great Comission (2 Timothy 2:12).

4.  Please share your experiences on the faithfulness of God.

God is faithful:  God does not speak His words in vain.  All of His words will come to pass.  Thus God will not contravene Himself:

1. God will not contravene His righteousness.  If we disown Him, He will also disown us.  If we reject Jesus, He will also reject us when we are in front of the throne of judgment. (2 Timothy 2:12).

2. God will not contravene His lovingkindness.  Although God is a righteous God, but He is also a God of lovingkindness.  At time we will stumble.  But He is faithful and He will restore us and heal our wounds so that we can be reconciled with Him (2 Timothy 2:13).

5.  What is your assurance that you have with regards to sharing the glory with the Lord?  Why?

Our response:  Lord, we thank you for dying for us and gaining glory for us.  We thank you for opening the path so that we can experience victory through the sufferings as we allow You to become the strength in our lives.  Please let us be able to endure until the end for the Gospel so that people can be saved as we continue to pray and work on sharing the Gospel as a cell group.

6.  Please decide on how the cell group will share the Gospel.  Please discuss the plans, determine the dates, select the people to invite, and decide on the brothers and sisters that will be giving their testimonies.  Please also use the BLESS method and pray for each of the individuals that will be invited.

7.  Verse for memorization:  Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, descended from David.  This is my gospel. (2 Timothy 2:8 NIV)

Backup Material:

Prior to becoming a believer, Paul pursued and arrested Christians in numerous places in order to defend what he believed to be heretical to the Jewish faith.  On the way to Damascus on one of these trips, he encountered the resurrected Jesus.  Only then did he realize the plan of God and the salvation of Jesus.  He then became a Christian and was called to be an apostle.  He was able to fight the good fight because he depended on Jesus and the Gospel.  Bearing Jesus in mind was the secret to his victory.

To bear someone in mind means that you know the person and you have a connection to the person.  Jesus is the center of the Gospel.  For believers, knowing Him and having relationship with Him are of the utmost importance.  From the verse here we can see that (1) He is 100% God, (2) He is 100% human, (3) He resurrected from the dead, (4) He is our Savior, and (5) He is the glorious King.

Gospel is not chained:  As an apostle, Paul suffered and was imprisoned for the sake of the Gospel.  Although he was chained and lost his freedom, the Word of God is not and is spread out even more widely and more people came to believe in Jesus.  Just as how the Jews had crucified Jesus under the belief that His message would be stopped once He’s dead.  But He resurrected and taught the disciples about heavenly matters.  After His ascension to heaven, the disciples received the Spirit and power to testify courageously for God despite of persecution and were able to establish churches and to spread the Gospel.  Following the example of Jesus:  Following the example of Jesus, Paul endured all sufferings in order to win the good fight so that the elects of God (including both Jews that had not accepted Jesus and the gentiles) can be saved.  As disciples, we should also have the same determination to patiently endure for the good and salvation of the elects.

Sharing the glory with the Lord:  The premise to this is that we: (1) die with the Lord so that we can have living life, (2) endure until the end with Him.

God’s faithfulness allows us to come without fear to Him to ask for forgiveness and reconciliation when we have stumbled due to our weakness.  God’s righteousness solemnly reminds us that if we persist in disowning Him, He will also disown us at the throne of judgmen










