Cell Group Material – ” Spur One Another on Toward Love”
Welcome: Icebreaker game (15 mins) 

Prepare an icebreaker game to help get the attention of the group for the next hour’s sharing and fellowship. 

Worship: Worship and Praise (20 mins)

Worship leader lead the group in worship with songs prepared beforehand to bring down the presence of God. Cell group leader should lead the group in words of encouragement, comfort and edification. Every time after someone shares, the leader should respond to the sharing, and praise God for his promises. Pray in unisons for the needy.

Work: (20 mins)

Divide into three groups to pray for 1) our group’s adopted missions work, 2) church’s major ministry needs, 3) for individual especially the new visitor and sick people’s needs. The cell leader should conclude the prayer and ministry time with a prayer.

Word: Sharing insights for application from studying the word of God (35mins)

Cell leaders should hand out the discussion material printed beforehand and distribute them to the group members. Then ask the group members to read the content once before the discussion.
Spur one another on toward love

Memory Verse: 

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law. Romans 13:8

(Try to memorize this verse together in the group)

What is love?

What is love? What is your definition for love? Please share.

Now let’s look at the biblical definition for love (1 Corinthians 13:4-8) Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. 

Question 1: what is the difference between your definition and the Bible’s definition?

Which part of the definition of love from the Bible is the hardest to live by in your opinion?

The model of love: God’s love is shown through

1. his forgiving the sinners who repent, just as the father who received back the prodigal son (Luke 15:21-24)

2. the son of God, Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for all sinners (John 15:13)

3. God’s gift of life to the world (John 3:16)

4. The discipline of God (Hebrew 12:5-6)

How have you experienced the love of God from the above descriptions?

The practice of love: choose from the statements below to describe how you think love is.

A. _I must be true to myself, if I feel someone is not lovable, I will not force myself to love the person.

B. _God loved someone like me, I will work to love those not lovable to me.

a. _My strength and means are limited, I will first take care of my own family before I will consider taking care of others

b. _If I see the needs in people, I will try to care for them.

a. _If my act of care is turned down, I will not continue to try

b. _I will continue to show my love to others even though they do not necessarily appreciate

a. _I feel that love is a gift, some have lots of love. Some don’t. I will not force myself to do things I don’t feel like doing.

b. _Love is the fruit of the Holy Spirit, every Christian need to pursue it so that their love for people will increase.

a. _If I love a person, that means I will tolerate and accept everything the person does

b. _Sometimes, we need to use discipline to show our genuine love for someone we truly care about, even if that person may not appreciate it.

Question 3: If God loves so much, how are we to respond to his love?

Acts of love

There are so many ways for us to show our love. Please share in what ways can we show our love to people in and around our group.

Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another, for he who loves his fellowman has fulfilled the law.

Mark 12:29 - 12:31

"The most important one," answered Jesus, "is this: `Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one.

Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength. 'The second is this: `Love your neighbor as yourself. 'There is no commandment greater than these."

The goal of this command is love, which comes from a pure heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith.

Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins.

There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.

Some verses on love:

What do the above verses about love remind you of love?
Living the word of God:

Let’s memorize today’s verse and recite it to one another again.

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, thank you for your immeasurable and unchanging love. You sent your only son to die for us and fulfill salvation so that we can have eternal life through Jesus. We pray that we all will learn to love like you do so that we can bring warmth and hope to this world. Thank you for listening to our prayer. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen!
Preparing for next week:

1. Our church’s adult Sunday class will begin on 1/10 (11:30-12:30). The series is called “Foundations of Faith by pastor Bayless Conley. Please be prepared to attend this important lesson.

2. Let’s remember to show an act of kindness to someone in our group this week.

