Be a Good Soldier of Jesus Christ and Preach God’s Word 1
	Discussion Topic: “Be a Good Soldier of Jesus Christ and Preach God’s Word 1”

Scriptures: 2 Timothy 2: 1-7 (Please take turns to read the passage verse by verse and reflect upon it for 5 minutes.)

Memory Verses: “No one serving as a soldier gets involved in civilian affairs—he wants to please his commanding officer. Similarly, if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not receive the victor's crown unless he competes according to the rules. (2 Timothy 2:4-5)


Reflection on the Words  

The inheritance of the Gospel: In chapter 1, faithful Onesiphorus was not ashamed of Paul’s chains in Rome. On the contrary, he searched hard for Paul and served Paul at the risk of his own life. Onesiphorus was able to be strong and not afraid of the dangers of the environment because he completely trusted and depended on the Lord. God’s grace is the source of our strength. In order to stay strong, unafraid of challenges and courageous to serve God, we have to completely depend on Him (2 Tim 2:1). At the same time, be faithful and testify for the Lord. Rely on Holy Spirit to work in us and this is how we can testify for God and preach the Gospel in front of God and men. Believers are being built up, so they can co-labor with God and run for the Gospel. This is the secret of the inheritance of the Gospel (2 Tim 2:2). Let us be a loyal steward, not to neglect our gifts. Let us run after Him, testify for Him, be a channel for the Gospel and a vessel for God.
Discussion Question 1: Cell group is a spiritual home and God entrusts every cell group with a vision. What is the vision that God entrusted your cell group? How do you take action to be faithful to what God entrusted? If your group is not yet clear with the vision that God entrusted, please pray together for God’s revelation and share. If it is not in conflict with God’s word and everyone agrees, please continue to keep it in your daily prayer. Please share this with your zone pastor and plan on how to be faithful with the vision that God entrusted you.

Soldier of Jesus Christ: Thank God for the saving grace. As we become His sons and daughters, we automatically join God’s army and become a soldier of Jesus Christ. Seek God’s kingdom first and pursue victory in kingdom works. God is our commander. Battle and victory is at His Hand. How do we depend and follow Him to gain victory?

· Being able to suffer: chapter 1 mentioned that we need to suffer for the Gospel and carry what God entrusted us. As suffering soldiers do not give up because of their strong body, we need to have strong spiritual stamina to persevere through hardships and endure people’s mockery. A good soldier does not desert the army and comrades (2 Tim 2:3).

· Being able to focus: we need to focus on what God entrusted us. Set your calling as your goal and focus on running towards it. Just as Paul said in Philippians, “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

Discussion Question 2: Last time we shared about God’s calling for you. Please share how you suffer for the Lord and focus on His calling.

· Being able to follow the truth: There are rules in every contest and the contestant needs to follow every rule to be in the game. No matter how good a contestant is, if he or she does not follow the rule, he or she will be disqualified. In addition, a contestant needs good coaching and strategy to win the game. The criteria for God’s army to gain victory is to follow the rules, which are to follow the truth, depend on the guidance of the Holy Spirit and execute according to the Spirit (2 Tim 2:5).

· Being diligent: jut as the army needs to be diligent in training in order to gain the results, God’s army needs to be diligent in sowing God’s word into their own lives to gain spiritual food. God’s army also needs to be diligent in work of the Gospel in order to sow spiritual seeds in other people’s lives. Just like Jesus mentioned in the four Gospels, “For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance. Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him” (2 Tim 2:6).

Discussion Question 3: In order to follow the truth, you need to know the truth. In order to know the truth, you need to study the bible and pray. After you study the bible and pray, you get built up on truth, you become intimate with the Lord and you seek His face. Why do you choose to come to Sunday school class?

· Being wise: fear God is the beginning of wisdom. Use God’s word as guidance for everything. God is the creator and everything is predestined in Him and He alone knows. Therefore, we counsel God in everything and not to depend on might, power, but by the Holy Spirit. Just as Joshua sought God’s guidance in going to war with the enemy, he gained victory by obeying (2 Tim 2:7).

Discussion Question 4: Please share how you gained wisdom from God with an example.
Backup Material:

Paul was about to be martyred so he was worried about his spiritual son Timothy who was in difficult situation. Paul wanted to encourage, comfort, teach Timothy face to face so that Timothy could continue with what God had entrusted him. Paul pointed out that God not only gave Timothy his gifts, but also strength, compassion and a disciplined heart.

Being God’s children, we need to realize that we cannot depend on ourselves to be strong, but we need to depend on His grace. Like Paul, we do not fight alone, but we build up believers to co-labor in spreading the Gospel. Otherwise, after we pass away, no one can continue the work for the kingdom. Think about it. If apostles and disciples didn’t build up and teach the believers or entrust the Gospel work to them, we would not be hearing the Gospel today and have received salvation. No matter how we got saved in the first place, we had a spiritual father who was loyal to God’s calling and was faithful to share the Gospel with us. Therefore everyone needs to be loyal to what God has entrusted him or her. Be a spiritual father, be passionate for the Gospel and accomplish the mission that Jesus Christ gave you.

When we receive salvation, we not only become God’s sons and daughters, we also become part of God’s army. Once we become part of the army, we need to face wars. God is our commander. The battle and victory is at His hand. We need to depend on Him and follow Him. A victorious commander does not fight on his own, but with his comrades because every person has winning qualities to contribute towards the victory. These are the qualities that the army of God should possess to go into war and share glory with our commander Jesus Christ.

· Have strong spiritual stamina. Be unafraid of difficult circumstances. Suffer with the Lord.
· Focus on what God has entrusted. Do not get distracted by things outside the calling.

· Use God’s word for guidance in everything. Be built up in God’s word. Follow the Spirit and the truth.

· Just as the army needs food to go out to battle, God’s people need spiritual food. To get spiritual food, we need to study the bible, pray and sow spiritual seeds.

· Meditate on God’s word to grow wisdom.










